
Visit us online: cam.coop 
Twitter: CoopManchester 
Facebook.com/CoopManchester 

Summer 2021
Academy Life

Plant Hill Road, Higher Blackley, 
Manchester
M9 0WQ

Virgin Galactic pilot
launches our new
Science project 

- page 8

Show racism the red card - page 12-13

Year 7 extra-curricular PE - page 26Green power - page 24

Firm foundations - page 14 



Student 
Council

Dear parents and carers,

Since our last magazine, it’s been a very 
eventful time for our academy. There was a 
period of lockdown and home learning and 
then we returned to school. I am very proud 
of the way our students (and staff) have met 
these challenges, finding successful ways to 
work at home and adapting to life back in 
school.

Our Year 11 students have shown the maturity 
and resilience needed to complete their 
final assessments. Their dedication has been 
exemplary and it will be with a very heavy 
heart that we will soon be saying goodbye 
to them as they move into the next new and 
exciting chapter in their lives. I’m sure that 
the whole academy community will join me in 
wishing them all the best for the future. 

Year 10 enjoyed a successful Employability 
Week, which you can read about in these 

The Student Council met up at 
the beginning of May to discuss 
the Ways of Being Co-op, 
prefects and their roles, a 
potential idea for a time capsule, 
and to share feedback from 
students across the whole school. 
Students were able to pose 
their questions to the Head of 
Academy in a new regular section 
of the meeting; ‘Ask Mr Beard’. 

There are now four sub-groups 
who will report back to the main 
Student Council on the work they 
do each half term:

pages. Building up links with employers and 
colleges is an important part of our work, 
and we were lucky to have many business 
professionals join us in person. Over the 
last few months we have also increased 
engagement with the business community 
over video calls, and we have very much 
enjoyed having actors and space pilots ‘Zoom’ 
into our lessons.

There is still a lot to look forward to this 
academic year. Year 7 will start moving around 
the building more as we change the way our 
COVID ‘bubbles’ work. We are planning an 
exciting rewards activity for those students 
who have excelled themselves with fantastic 
attendance, behaviour and a good track 
record of handing in their homework, or ‘ILTs’ 
as we call them. 

Chris Beard
Head of Academy

A note from the Head of Academy

Contact Us
manc-enquiries@coopmanchester.co.uk

Facebook.com/CoopManchester 

Twitter: @CoopManchester

manchester.coopacademies.co.uk 0161 795 3005

instagram.com/coopmanchester

 Eco-committee

RRS Working Group LGBT+ Ambassadors

Student Wellbeing
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Students were encouraged to get 
involved in Royal Mail’s Heroes 
Stamp Design Competition - a 
competition for all children aged 
4-14 years from across the UK. 

Students had to design a stamp in 
honour of their hero or heroes from 
over the past year. They had two 
weeks to work on their entries. 

Heroes 
Stamp Design 
Competition

250 students completed their 
designs which have all been 
submitted to Royal Mail. A 
special panel of judges will 
pick the winning designs, with 
the final eight stamps being 
approved by Her Majesty The 
Queen.

Good luck to all students who 
have entered the competition!

These are our in-house winners:

Vision & values    |   Our staff and students are united by our Ways of Being Co-op.
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The Review

Written by Kirsty, Year 11.

The million pieces 
of Neena Gill 
by Emma 
Smith-Barton
 

The blurb…  

Neena’s always been a good girl - great 
grades, parent-approved friends and 
absolutely no boyfriends. 

But ever since her brother Akash left 
her, she’s been slowly falling apart - and 
uncovering a new version of herself who is 
freer, but altogether more dangerous. 

As her wild behaviour spirals more and 
more out of control, Neena’s grip on her 
sanity begins to weaken too. 

And when her parents announce not one 
but two life-changing bombshells, she 
finally reaches breaking point. 

But as Neena is about to discover, when 
your life falls apart, only love can piece you 
back together.

This book was an amazing read and I was captivated on every 
single line. The characters in the book were all amazingly written 
and so was the plot. I was really inspired by the story.

Rating:
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ACCELERATED 
READER UPDATE

Meet Boggle Bob!

Year 7 and 8 
have read

Let’s try and read even more 
books by the end of this 

academic year!

This equals

words

since September 2020

816 BOOKS

31,583,808 

Challenge: 
Every week the library holds a Boggle 
literacy competition to see how many 
words, of 3 letters or more, students 
can make out of a random set of 16 
letters. Students can view the letters 
on Boggle Bob in the library, or look on 
the Student VLE. Entries can be sent to 
the librarians by the end of Friday each 
week. The winner is the student who 
finds the most words - and they win 
50 Classcharts points! This is a great 
way for students to earn extra points 
outside of the classroom. 

Euro 2020 Library 
competition
 
Every student that borrows a 
book from the Library during Euro 
2020 goes into a draw to win 500 
Classcharts points and an official 
Euro 2020 football!
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Year 10 and 11 students were given an 
exciting opportunity in April to interview 
Gary Neville. 

They were invited, along with 
students from Co-op Academy North 
Manchester and Connell Co-op College, 
to submit questions for the former 
Manchester United defender as part 
of University Academy 92’s Attack the 
Day programme. Gary, along with his 
Class of 92 teammates and Lancaster 

C A R E E R S

Attack the Day 
with Gary Neville

Year 10 
Employability 
Week

Year 10 mock 
interviews

Due to Covid restrictions, our Year 10 
students were unable to take part in 
work experience so, to ensure they 
weren’t missing out, we ran a special 
Employability Week. 

Students were involved in identifying and 
building on key employability skills such 
as team work, leadership, interview skills 
and communication.

You can read more about what Year 10 
got up to throughout the week in our 
latest Careers Newsletter .

It was great to have more than 30 
employers in the academy to support 
our Year 10 students by conducting 
mock interviews. 
  
Students were asked to complete an 
application form based on different 

University, set up UA92 in Old Trafford 
with the aim ‘to give young people a 
start in life that’s as exceptional as the 
character-defining experiences they 
shared, in the place where it all started 
for them - Manchester.’ 
 
From “What is your favourite Haribo 
sweet?” to “How did you deal with times 
in your career when things went wrong?” 
and “What does it take to be a top-level 
pundit?” the questions were challenging 
and insightful, and our students took a 
lot away from the interview. 

Declan in Year 11 said “I really enjoyed 
the interview with Gary Neville. As a big 
Manchester United fan, I know all about 
his achievements as a player, and now as 
a highly successful pundit on Sky Sports. 
It was very interesting to hear Gary speak 
about his mindset on working hard, 
overcoming obstacles in life, and what 

types of jobs they may be interested in 
once they leave school. They were then 
interviewed for that job; over 30 students 
were successfully “hired”!  

The students got a lot out of the 
interview and our employers enjoyed the 
opportunity to come face-to-face with 
young people. 

We hope that the experience helped Year 
10 prepare for the future.

it takes to be the best. However, what 
I found most intriguing was his insights 
into business and creating a positive 
culture in the workplace. As a business 
student myself, I find Gary Neville to be a 
fantastic role model to any 
aspiring entrepreneur.”
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Year 9 Eco-Warriors have engaged with a number of 
different tasks, such as online interviews covering a 
range of topics from different professions. 

They recently took part in an interview with Chester 
Zoo’s Palm Oil Sustainability Lead and loved being 
able to see themselves on a broadcast which was 
viewed nationwide! 

The students looked at uses and pros/cons of palm 
oil use within the academy and the wider community, 
producing a presentation which they hope to deliver 
as an assembly. 

Dr Howard

Eco-Warriors 

S T E A M  S C H O O L 

In January, Virgin Galactic pilot Jameel Janjua spoke 
to our students Taite and Christopher (Year 7), Anessa 
and Lewis (Year 10) in a special broadcast. 

Jameel joined us from California where he is preparing 
to take tourists into space. The students involved were 
part of our keyworker provision and had an interest 
in Science, and volunteered to stay late after school 
to talk across time zones. They asked Jameel about 
his career so far and the training regime for space 
pilots, the challenges of taking civilians into space and 
some of the science behind the suits that pilots and 
passengers will be wearing.

Virgin Galactic 
pilot launches 
our new 
Science project 
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Year 8 students have been working through STEAM 
School’s Digital Makers and Entrepreneur missions. 
They have been programming their own games in 
scratch, creating promotional material and thinking 
outside the box with their coding skills. 

Students have been working independently, using 
their skills to showcase the mission. 

Miss Drysdale

Digital Leaders

Steam School is a virtual club for future inventors, 
engineers and digital entrepreneurs. Their 

challenges help young people to develop both 
technical and creative skills in preparation for ‘future 

jobs’ – 65% of which the World Economic Forum 
predicts haven’t even been invented yet.

The meeting was set up in 
partnership with Steam School, 
an online learning platform 
which our students can access 
to learn more about careers 
in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Maths, 
as well as taking part in special 
projects.

The broadcast was shared 
with all the schools, teachers 
and pupils around the world 
who subscribe to STEAM 
School, and there was a follow-
up project about space fashion. 

Head of Academy, Mr Beard 
said, 

“We are incredibly excited to 
be joining Steam School. Now 
more than ever, we need to find 
new ways to allow our students 
to understand the opportunities 
available to them. Steam School 
provides a unique platform for 
our students to meet and engage 
with a wide range of STEAM 
professionals, finding out about 
future jobs and pathways.”

JaMeel JanJUa

VIRGIN GALACTIC PILOT
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In May we hosted a rounders festival designed to 
support primary school pupils back into inter-school 
competition. The focus was solely on participation and 
enjoyment; there were no winners. Three schools took 
part - Charlestown Community Primary, Mount Carmel 
RC Primary & E-ACT Blackley Academy.

Mr Aykroyd from Charlestown Primary 
said “It was so good to be back 
doing competitive sports 
again. The children loved 
every minute of it. So much 
so, one of the pupils who’s 
never done an after-school 
activity said it was one of 
the best experiences he’s 
ever had and loved being 
part of the team! Hopefully, 
the worst is over and we 
can have a year filled with 
sport from September.”

A huge shout out goes to 
our Year 11 lead learners 
who have led PE sessions 
for numerous primary schools 
throughout their 5 years with us. Thank you 
Annette, Elizabeth, Jael, Maria, Marvellous, Serina, 
Tami and Tobi. You will be missed! 
 
Miss Atkinson

This term Key Stage 2 children were invited to take part 
in a poetry competition - The Future I Want.

We received entries from Bowker Vale and Charlestown. The 
competition was fierce and each poem boasted a plethora of wonderful 
techniques, including figurative language, structure and ambitious 
vocabulary. I was particularly impressed by the powerful messages 
conveyed in the poems; I certainly hope that the world gains the futures 
portrayed!

The overall winner is Cordelia from Bowker Vale. I adore the quirkiness 
of Cordelia’s poem and how she seems to play, naturally, with words; 
her use of imagery, 
sentence structure and 
illustrations are fabulous 
too. Well done Cordelia!

A huge thank you to all 
entrants - each one is 
highly commendable - 
and please look out for 
future competitions!

Mrs Howarth

If you have a child in Year 5, you will shortly be 
receiving instructions from the local authority on 
how to apply for their secondary school place. The 
deadline is usually at the end of October/beginning 
of November.

Usually in the Summer Term we would invite Year 5 
pupils from our local primary schools to spend a full 
“taster day” with us and see for themselves what it’s 
like to be a Co-op Academy Manchester student. 

Unfortunately, the restrictions have meant that we 
haven’t been able to welcome visitors in for the 
second year running. We have however made sure lots 
of information is available online - at our Virtual 
Open Evening:

transition.cam.coop/virtual-open-evening 
 
Year 5 children and their families can hear from our 
Principal, go on a virtual tour (there’s even a Minecraft 
version!), find out about our Family system, and more.

Year 5 children and their families can hear from our 
Principal, go on a virtual tour (there’s even a Minecraft 
version!), find out about our Family system, and more. 

We are pleased to be able to offer Covid-secure 
tours for up to four people on Wednesday evenings 
between 4pm and 6pm. Tours will last around 40 
minutes and will be led by a member of staff along 
with a student leader. 

Book your place: 

Primary School 
Rounders Festival

Poetry competition

Opportunities 
for Year 5

Virtual Open 
Evening

Guided tours

Visit: transition.cam.coop/virtual-open-evening
Email: manc-community-m@coopacademies.co.uk
Tel: 0161 300 5894

Engaging 
with our 
local primary 
schools
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A big 
welcome 
to our new 
students 
& their 
families

Farewell 
Year 11

If you have a place to start with us in September 2021, congratulations! 

Checklist & key dates 
 
 
 
 

As our Year 11 students leave secondary school, we want to take this opportunity to say a 
heartfelt goodbye to them all.

They have worked so hard - especially in these last few weeks, compiling evidence for their 
teacher-assessed grades. It’s been an unusual and challenging year for all of our students, yet 
Year 11 has exceeded all expectations. Engaging in live lessons over various lockdowns and 
submitting work via Google Classroom; they have continued with their studies and have shown 
real resilience.

We look forward to seeing them at the prom and welcoming them back for their exam results 
in August (where we hope to see many happy faces and well-deserved grades!).

It has been a pleasure working with each and every one of them, and seeing them mature 
and grow into young adults.

Mr Heaney & Ms Jackson
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If you missed uniform collection day on 19 June, it’s not too late; call us to make an 
appointment to get your child’s blazer and PE kit 
 
 

Purchase the other items of uniform your child will need from a clothing retailer or 
big supermarket. 
 
Ensure your child has a pen, pencil
and ruler. It’s a good idea for them to have a refillable water bottle too. 
 
  
 
Bring your child to the academy for their first day on Tuesday 7 
September 2021. We will look after them when they arrive! 
 
Visit transition.cam.coop to watch our brand
new short film - A Day in the Life of a Year 7 Student

June

July - August

September

First day as a Co-op Academy Manchester student

Tuesday 7 September 2021
Students should bring with them a pen, pencil and a ruler.

Spend some time looking through our transition website:

https://transition.cam.coop/year-6
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The Show Racism the Red Card School 
Competition is open to young people 
of all ages and abilities. It encourages 
participants to think about racism and 
produce their own work about this serious 
issue. 

Students were invited to produce their 
work in any medium – artwork, creative 
writing, song or film. Ten students have 
taken part, working on their entries in their 
own time.

An independent panel of judges will 
be selecting the winning entries and 
winners will be invited to a special awards 
ceremony at a Premier League stadium. 
Prizes will be presented by special guests 
including current and former professional 
footballers.

Thank you to all students that took part. 

Miss Esmail 

SHOW 
RACISM 
THE RED 

CARD
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Year 8 Science
Miss Wilson’s Year 8 Science class enjoyed 
dissecting hearts and labelling key parts.

Great Connell Bake Off  
 
Students & staff got baking in February for 
Fairtrade Fortnight. 

We had lots of entries which were then 
submitted to Connell Co-op College’s ‘Great 
Connell Bake Off’. Year 7 Briana and Year 10 
Flynn were awarded Star Baker accolades, 
as voted by Connell’s social media followers! 
Year 7 Sam and Year 8 Saaram also received 
runners up prizes. 

Netball - Year 11 
vs PE staff 
 
Our Year 11 netball team 
played their final match as 
academy students against the PE 
department! 

It felt like a perfect way for 
them to conclude what has been 
an amazing 5 years of sporting 
achievements. Gracious in defeat, 
they showed resilience, teamwork, 
skill and tenacity, and made us work 
for the win. Each of them is a true 
embodiment of a ‘good student’ and 
worthy runners up. It’s been a pleasure to 
have them! 

Ms Heslop

30 acts of kindness
 
During Ramadan, Miss Esmail challenged staff 
and students to complete as many of her 30 
acts of kindness as they could.

Firm Foundations  
 
Since April we have been running a ‘Firm 
Foundations’ programme for small groups of 
students in Years 7-10. The groups consist of 
EAL students (those that learn English as an 
additional language) and students whose first 
language is English. 

Our EAL students have been learning about 
key aspects of UK culture (such as geography, 
regional differences, food and tourist 
hotspots), as well as sharing experiences of 
their home countries, backgrounds and things 
that they have discovered about the UK in 
their own time. 

All of the sessions have been very positive. 
The EAL students have shown improvement 
and increased confidence when it comes to 
spoken English. The non-EAL students have 
learnt more about the world around them, 
embracing diversity but also recognising the 
many similarities that various cultures share. 
Everybody has made new friends and had fun! 

We look forward to continuing with our next 
set of sessions in Half Term 6.

Music lessons  
 
One Education delivers small group music 
lessons for students across all years. Students 
can learn to play piano, woodwind, brass and 
string instruments.

 
 
St George 
& the Dragon
We celebrated St George’s Day with the help 
of our catering team!
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Year 7 Art
Year 7 Art students have been creating 
Georgia O’Keeffe inspired paintings. Miss 
Esmail has been so proud of the work they 
have produced; taking real pride in their 
paintings.

Herb garden 
 
Students & staff were welcomed back into 
school for the summer term by a brand new 
herb garden at the front of the academy! 

The plan is for this to eventually be used by 
our catering team, by students in their food 
lessons and by the local community.

Huge thanks to Mr Montgomery, Dr Howard & 
Mr Simpson for giving up their time over the 
Easter holidays (and before) to plan, fundraise, 
design, build & plant the herbs.

Outstanding ILT 
 
Miss Drysdale was blown away by an 
outstanding ILT she received from Praise in 
Year 10. Praise created an animation about 
malware.

Year 9 refugee letters 
 
Year 9 students completed a unit on protest 
poetry, where they learned about how some 
poems try to create change in society by 
highlighting injustice. They looked at Brian 
Bilston’s poem ‘Refugees’. 

As the students were learning about 
this poem, they heard from the Greater 
Manchester Immigration Aid Unit 
(GMIAU) - an organisation in Manchester 
which supports refugees and asylum seekers. 
Year 9 wrote some beautiful letters about the 
importance of kindness and empathy towards 
refugees. After some careful deliberation, 
GMIAU selected three letters written by Elle, 
Cassie and Morgan to be displayed on their 
website and Twitter page.

Community Grow  
 
The new RHS Garden Bridgewater 
in Salford has a garden that has 
been created to inspire gardeners 

of all experience levels to garden at 
home and in their communities.

Local community organisations care 
for the plots while learning new skills, 

with the help of RHS horticulturists. We 
have been lucky enough to secure our 

own plot and can’t wait for students to start 
getting their hands dirty!
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At times, everyone feels worried or has 
problems that may be hard to talk about. 
Recent times have been stressful for both 
adults and young people, and feeling more 
worried or anxious is an understandable and 
natural response. Talking to family and friends 
can be really helpful, but sometimes children 
and young people might feel like they need to 
talk to someone else. This might be because 
they don’t want to worry those they love, or 
because they want to think things through 
with someone who is outside their situation. 
 
We are committed to supporting all students 
in becoming the best version of themselves, 
and this includes looking after their mental 
health and well-being. We offer a counselling 
service which provides a safe place for 
students to talk privately about difficulties they 
may be experiencing. Our counsellors also 
help our young people to build resilience, find 
their strengths and learn to cope with life’s 
ongoing challenges

Students can speak to any member of staff 
they feel comfortable speaking to, but there 
are some members of staff who have special 
responsibilities for students’ welfare:

Learning & Pastoral Support Officers (or 
LPSOs) act as Heads of Year
Tutors & Heads of Family see students on a 
daily basis during Tutor Time
The Student Services desk is always staffed by 
people happy to help
Our safeguarding team, led by Ms Baldwin & 
Ms Ram, is there to ensure everyone 
feels safe

We are lucky to have two counsellors at the 
academy: Ms Carlisle & Miss Holden.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More information about our counselling 
service is available on our website, including 
where to get support outside of school hours: 
 
 
https://manchester.coopacademies.co.uk/
students/counselling-service/

Student 
Support

Counselling 
service

Student support in 
the academy

Did you know we have free sanitary 
products in school for all students? 

Students can get them from their LPSO, 
Student Services, the Library, the Student 
Support Centre, the Sanctuary or from 
members of the safeguarding team.

Free, anonymous, confidential website 
where young people can access free online 
counselling support 
 
www.kooth.com

1-2-1 counselling support via the website 
or telephone. Comforts, advises and gives 
information.  
 
0800 1111 
www.childline.org.uk 

Website offering support, information and 
advice about mental health and wellbeing.  
 
www.youngminds.org.uk

Availiable 24 hours a day to provide 
confidential emotional support for people 
who are experiencing feelings of 
distress, despair or suicidal thoughts.  
 
Samaritans 116 123 
jo@samaritans.org

Free information and support for the 
under 25s. you can talk to them by phone, 
email and online chat.  
 
0800 808 4994 
www.themixorg.uk 

The Proud Trust is a life saving and life 
enhancing organisation that helps LGBT+ 
young people empower themselves.  
 
www.theproudtrust.org/ 
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We are committed to the inclusion, progress 
and independence of all of our students, 
including those with SEND. We work to 
support our students to make progress in 
their learning, their emotional and social 
development, and their independence. Our 
SEND team supports students with a variety 
of needs, including:

Cognition & Learning 
Communication & Interaction
Sensory & Physical
Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

The EAL team provides additional support 
to those students acquiring English as an 
additional language. Many of our EAL 
students come to the academy already 
fluent in English and able to speak two or 
three more languages. There are over 45 
different languages spoken by students in 
the academy!

For students in the early stages of learning 
English, the EAL team provides small group 
interventions where students improve their 
speaking, listening, reading and writing 
skills, and learn vocabulary for their different 
subjects. This helps the students to access 

In the academy we have some special spaces 
to help students when they need some time 
out. This includes the Sanctuary, which is a 
quiet space where students can work with 
fewer distractions. 

The Sanctuary is specially for students with 
social and emotional needs, who benefit 
from quieter spaces and 1-2-1 support from 
our staff.

Special Education Needs 
& Disabilities (SEND)

English as an Additional 
Language (EAL)

The Sanctuary

Students can be supported in mainstream 
lessons, in additional interventions (often in 
small groups) or through tailored interventions 
such as one-to-one work. 

All high-need SEND students are assigned a 
key worker. 

We also have the Student Support Centre for 
our most vulnerable students who need some 
time away from mainstream lessons. They 
have an opportunity to access interventions, 
additional support and take time-out in our 
calm space.

their mainstream lessons. We also provide 
students with access to an online English 
language learning platform so they can 
improve their English easily at home.

The team also supports students in lessons. 
We work with subject teachers to adapt the 
lessons so that EAL students can engage in 
the lesson whilst learning with their peers.

As well as supporting students to achieve 
a GCSE in English, we offer different 
qualifications such as Entry Level Certificate 
in English, ESOL and AQA Units in a range of 
subjects. Many students with EAL also take a 

GCSE in their first language.

Our EAL staff understand what it is like 
to move to a different country and adjust 
to a new culture and are here to support 
any student with EAL, if they ever feel 
overwhelmed or have any kind of problem. 
We have even organised friendship clubs to 
help EAL students make friends and 
share experiences.
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Excellent Catering
A buffet of fine cuisine was served 
up to staff by our Year 10 Food & 
Nutrition and Hospitality & Catering 
students to rave reviews. 

The home-made dishes included: 
Asian inspired whole fish, chilli 
prawns, stuffed peppers, meat 
and vegetable samosa, pâté, an 
assortment of focaccia breads, a 
range of deconstructed cheesecake 
and mini black forest stacks, salads 
and much more. 

Senior Vice Principal, Mrs McMorrow, 
enthused about the professionalism 
of the whole dining experience.  
Head of Academy Mr Beard was full 
of praise for the students who were 
all presented with a certificate. 

Ms Fitton, Head of Food, was full 
of pride in her team, “I wanted to 
prove to everyone just how amazing 

Greenpower
“It’s going wheely well!”

After a delay in launching the 
Greenpower Project, our Year 
8 students have been driving 
ahead with fantastic progress in 
such a short amount of time. 

The team have been 
independently working their 
way through the kit car plans, 
establishing an understanding 
in the mechanics of how each 
element works in preparation for 
maintaining their car on the 
race track.

In the next few weeks, we hope 
to be fine tuning the car and 
even testing it outside before 
moving on to the bodywork. 

Mr Montgomery 

our food students are. Not only did 
they exceed expectations of the 
staff attending the event, they blew 
me away with their independence; 
working as a united front and not 
needing me really. Proud does not 
even come close to how I feel. The 
only issue we have is that we will 
hopefully be doing this a lot more 
so need a name for the team! Any 
suggestions are welcome.” 
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Drama Masterclass with 
actor Benjamin Purkiss
Actor Benjamin Purkiss, whose career 
has involved treading the boards 
in front of live audiences for the 
musicals ‘Zorro’ and ‘Bat out of Hell’ 
joined our Year 11 Drama class to tell 
them all they needed to know about 
careers in drama.

The students asked him about 
getting into drama schools, 
hiring agents and also, about his 
experiences in the different roles he 
has played. 

Many of our Year 11 Drama class 
have stage experience themselves, 
including in our productions of We 
Will Rock You, Chicago and more. 
It was great to see where these 
experiences could lead students 
should they wish to pursue a career 
on stage in the future.

A big thank you to Ben for taking 
the time out of his busy schedule to 
speak to our students. 

On the last day of the spring term, a 
group of lucky Year 8 students took 
part in a live video link with the actor 
Christopher Eccleston.

The Salford-born actor is perhaps 
best known to our students for 
playing the heroic ninth Doctor 
in Doctor Who and the villainous 
Malekith in Thor: The Dark World. 
Our Year 8 students also know him 
from the 1991 film ‘Let Him Have It’ 
which they have been studying in 
their Drama lessons, whilst exploring 
the topic of ‘crime and punishment.’ 

‘Let Him Have It’ is based on the 
true story of Derek Bentley who 
was caught by the police during an 
armed robbery in the 1950s, and who 
killed a police officer in the stand-
off. Derek was illiterate, epilieptic 
and had developmental difficulties 
– all factors that drew him into the 
gang that planned the robbery – and 
which also raise important questions 
on how our justice system runs.
On hearing that our students were 
studying this important film from 
his early career, Mr Eccleston kindly 
offered to meet our students. They 
asked him a range of questions 
about what it was like to play Derek 
Bentley and how it affected his views 
on crime and punishment. 

Actor Christopher Eccleston 
zooms in to our Drama lesson

He was also happy to answer a few 
questions on how he got into acting 
and his tips for getting into character. 
He also spoke about some of his 
other roles and how a good script is 
the most important thing in drama.

 
“Meeting Mr. Eccleston was a 
delight. His experience and subject 
knowledge is incredibly beneficial 
to our aspiring young students. As 
a man with a humble nature and a 
true passion for the craft, he is the 
exception to the rule “never meet 
your heroes”.

Mrs Steward, Head of Drama
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Half term 5 student awards

The end of term results are in! I am writing this with a heavy heart seeing team Usiri in 6th 
position but shout out to Edhi, Brierley, Cooper, Acland and Ashworth 

for throwing down a stiff competition!

Well done to Edhi family for being consistently excellent in both behaviour and attendance. 

Mr Lavelle, Head of Usiri family

DO what 
MatterS MOSt -  

COMMUnity awarD

SUCCeeD tOgether 
FaMily awarD

Be yOUrSelF, alwayS 
- lPSO awarD

Acland - Omolara, Year 9
Ashworth - Jason, Year 9
Brierley - Cristina, Year 9
Cooper - Jacob, Year 9

Edhi - Annas, Year 8
Usiri - Damika, Year 10
Tenacity - Tyler, Year 11

Year 7 - Charlotte
Year 8 - Peyton

Year 9 - Joy
Year 10 - Millie

Year 11 - Lilianna

Year 7 - Daisie-Mae
Year 8 - Thokozile
Year 9 - Chadrack
Year 10 - Keeley
Year 11 - Kirsty

F a M i l y  U P D a t e
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Extra-curricular 
timetable

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Day Activity

Monday Boys football

CAM Singers

Cricket

Girls rounders

Humanities Create

Wednesday Art club

Puzzle club

Thursday Book club

Chess club

Girls football

Knit & Natter

Library

Friday Boys Rugby

Sign language

Day Activity

Monday CAM singers

Tuesday Gardening club

Wednesday Art club

Film club

Girls rounders

Photography club

Thursday Keyboard club

Boys football

Friday Book club

Chess club

Knit & Natter

Library

Day Activity

Tuesday Book club

Chess club

Knit & Natter

Library

Wednesday Boys rugby

Spanish club

Yoga

Thursday

Friday

Eco-club

Boys basketball

Boys football

Day Activity

Monday Boys basketball

Wednesday Book club

Boys football

Chess club

Economics club

Knit & Natter

Library

Thursday A Level Maths

BTEC PE XL

EAL homework club

Friday Girls basketballl
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This year has been challenging for 
everyone. With leaders and families 
facing employment and, in some 
cases, losing family members and 
loved ones. Scouting is all about 
families and friends and as a group 
we have supported our members 
and families 100%.

Some members haven’t been able to 
join us on Zoom meetings but that 
hasn’t stopped our leaders! 

Phil Gale and I have also been 
busy supporting Blackley Cricket 
Club, carrying out extensive 
building work to their premises 
on Crab Lane. 

If you’re interested in joining, 
please get in touch: 

gary.hollingsworth@btinternet.com
07970 885 394

Gary Hollingworth

Get in touch!
Jasmine Joynt

j.joynt@cam.coop
0161 300 5912

Could your event 
happen here?

space!
our

Hire  

Get in touch!
Jasmine Joynt

j.joynt@cam.coop
0161 300 5912
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Jasmine Joynt

j.joynt@cam.coop
0161 300 5912
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happen here?

space!
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Hire  

We have delivered weekly 
activity packs to our members 
and families, and kept in touch 
through phone calls 
and messages. 

Due to word of mouth, we have 
even seen our sections grow - our 
Scout section has seen all its new 
members come from 
the academy. 
 
Our members have earned lots of 
badges this past year, including:

Digital citizen
Global issues
Disability awareness
Community impact
Local knowledge  
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The top venue on your doorstep!
Do you want to hire a versatile theatre / dance space
which can accommodate an audience of 229 or more?

Do you want to hold a concert, conference, careers, or craft fair? 

Visit our website to see more: theatre.cam.coop

We are an inclusive organisation based in Co-op Academy Manchester
who believe in giving opportunities to all sections of the community.

The Academy Theatre sees itself as a
competitively priced venue and actively
encourages enquiries from start-up / small scale 
Arts companies, as we know that finding the 
right facilities can be a challenge. We also
welcome any large-scale organisations to drop 
us a line as we wish to encourage the Arts
for everyone.

23



SPORTSCA
M

All the latest sports news from Co-op Academy Manchester 

Year 7 have enjoyed a full return to extra-curricular activities and have 
been thriving. The boys football club has been a fan favourite with great 
attendance each week.

Year 8 & 9 girls had a fantastic opportunity to meet Scottish International 
and Sale Sharks rugby player, Mhairi Grieve. 

Mhairi came in to train with and motivate those students with a passion 
for rugby - she spent a couple of hours with the students, watching them 
train, and then hosting a great Q&A session. The students did the academy 
proud - all got stuck into the activities and asked Mhairi some great 
questions! 

“I found it very inspiring and encouraging for young women and girls all 
around Manchester to take this opportunity and play rugby. I feel more 
inspired to move forward with this sport as I have been shown that it is 
important for girls to do things that are considered more masculine.” 
Ruby, Year 9

During Year 10 Employability Week, students focussed on developing skills 
required within the workplace - leadership, teamwork and communication. 

Students rotated around a carousel of activities: working together to get a 
hoop around the group without letting it touch the floor; communicating 
to a partner whilst they were blindfolded; and untying themselves from a 
human knot! 

Some students were required to be creative and come up with their own 
football drill using a small space and equipment. Leaders were selected 
and had to demonstrate effective communication skills to get the most out 
of their groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students were able to describe how these skills are important in a 
workplace and how they can boost their employability once they 
leave school.

Year 11 boys’ football 
 
It’s not all about GCSE assessments for Year 11 - our boys’ football team 
won 2-1 in a friendly against the East Manchester Academy. 

A huge well done to all the team, and especially to goal-scoring Gloire and 
Man of the Match Ethan (who’s been signed by Stockport County!)!

Year 7 extra-curricular PE

International Rugby Player Visit

Leadership & teamwork in Year 10 PE


