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Macmillan 
Coffee 
Morning

Dear Parents and Carers,

I am delighted to welcome you to this edition 
of Academy Life - packed full of some of the 
amazing things our students have achieved 
lately. 

Whilst COVID-19 hasn’t gone away, I am 
very pleased to see how much we have been 
able to bring back a wide range of clubs, 
activities and trips that were restricted only 
a few months ago. Our students have made 
the most of these, and at the time of writing 
I am looking forward to our Student Talent 
Show and our spectacular show Beauty and 
the Beast.

As I mentioned, COVID-19 is still with us 
and I appreciate the maturity shown by our 
students and the co-operation we have had 
from families. I am in regular contact with the 
health authorities who ask me to continue to 
promote the key measures of good hygiene, 

Every year, our school dedicates 
itself to the celebration and 
support of charities. One of 
the school’s major aims is to 
help students become aware 
of the world beyond their door 
and the colossal issues faced 
in society. Over the years, with 
the sensitive teachings of staff 
around the academy, our school 
has been able to raise thousands 
for charities such as Mind, and 
donate hundreds of boxes to 
food banks and the Christmas 
shoebox appeal. 

Every year, we have a Macmillan 
Coffee Morning. This year a large 
number of cakes were donated, 

social distancing (where practical) and to 
encourage everyone to consider wearing 
face coverings and twice-weekly lateral 
flow testing. I am optimistic that, with these 
measures, we can continue to provide the best 
opportunities for students in a safe way.

This magazine is the first edition of this 
academic year, and we have much to celebrate 
- from sports successes to careers events; from 
celebrating student leadership to exciting 
developments in our pastoral care. I hope you 
will enjoy this snapshot into the wonderful 
things that go on every day in our academy.

Wishing you a relaxing and enjoyable 
festive break,

Chris Beard
Principal Chris Beard

Head of Academy

A note from the Principal

Contact Us
manc-enquiries@coopmanchester.co.uk

Facebook.com/CoopManchester 

Twitter: @CoopManchester

manchester.coopacademies.co.uk 0161 795 3005

instagram.com/coopmanchester

most homemade, and the majority 
were sold to students and staff 
who sought to support this 
marvellous charity in any way they 
could. We raised an overwhelming 
£623.33  for Macmillan which 
will go towards supporting people 
who suffer through the arduous 
war to be clear of cancer, and the 
families surrounding them. 

Milly, Year 11   
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We are becoming a Unicef UK Rights Respecting School! 

We aim to be a school where children’s rights are at the heart of our ethos and 
culture, to improve wellbeing and to develop every child’s talents and abilities to 
their full potential. 
 
As part of this plan we are working towards recognition as a ‘Rights Respecting 
School’, an award given to schools on behalf of Unicef UK. We have already 
achieved the bronze level and are on our way to achieving silver. 

A Rights Respecting School models rights and respect in all its relationships.  
Our students will learn about their rights by putting them into practice every day. 

BRONZE RIGHTS COMMITTE D

With some entertaining songs, which 
repeated around in your head for 
days after, Barrie – the Punctuation 
Man - bounded onto the stage to 
entertain and educate students 
about the joys of punctuation! 

A former English teacher, Barrie not 
only has a passion for punctuation 
and grammar, he has a mission to 
spread the word and help others on 
their learning journey. Which he did 
when he visited us in October.

The audience of Year 7 and 
8 students warmed to Barrie 
immediately as he interacted with
them in a fun and friendly way. At 
times the Punctuation Man squeezed 
himself into the middle of the rows 
of students to ask questions or make 
points about the various ways in 
which punctuation should be used. 

Co-op Academy Manchester is a place of many things. A place of compassion, care and consideration. Every individual has the 
right to be heard and the way we do this is by upholding your rights.

What are rights? Rights are universal. These are the basic things that you deserve when you come into the world.  This means that 
every child is entitled to them.  Rights bearers need to ensure that children are receiving their rights. No matter what, you deserve 
the basic dignity to be respected and heard because YOUR rights are unconditional and if you ever feel like these very rights are 
violated you should speak up.

What is the RRSA? The RRSA is the Rights Respecting Schools Award and our academy is proud that we have already earned the 
bronze award and are working towards the next step; silver.

We already have a student body consisting of members such as myself who have done a myriad of projects within the academy 
to help it become a place where rights are 100% upheld. For example, with the help of Miss McFadyen, the student Rights 
Respecting Schools working group have held assemblies in the theatre and some online. Along with this article we are still planning 
to make more impact within and outside of the academy. We’re looking forward to making our academy a Rights Respecting 
School for all.

The Punctuation Show
With live action, singing (it was like 
a rock concert at times!), quizzes, 
mini cartoons and a lot
of comedy, the students enjoyed 
singing along to songs like ‘The 
Full Stop Song’, ‘The
Semicolon Song’ and ‘The 
Brackets Song’ which had moves 
and lyrics including “Brackets,
Brackets, Brackets, let’s all make a 
racket!”. The students almost 
brought the roof down! 

Barrie can be sure that he 
made his (exclamation) 
mark on the young people!

Tamar, Year 10
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The Review

Written by Hala, Year 11

me before you 
by Jojo Moyes 
 
The blurb…  

Lou Clark knows lots of things.
She knows how many footsteps there are 
between the bus stop and home. She 
knows she likes working in The Buttered 
Bun tea shop and she knows she might not 
love her boyfriend Patrick.

What Lou doesn’t know is she’s about to 
lose her job or that knowing what’s coming 
is what keeps her sane.

Will Traynor knows his motorcycle accident 
took away his desire to live. He knows 
everything feels very small and rather 
joyless now, and he knows exactly how he’s 
going to put a stop to that.

What Will doesn’t know is that Lou is about 
to burst into his world in a riot of colour. 
And neither of them knows they’re going to 
change the other for all time.

Ms Tindall, one of our Librarians, personally recommended this 
heartbreaking yet beautifully crafted book to me and it left me in 
tears. Nevertheless, I recommend it to anyone with time to fill!

I guarantee if you lay your hands on this novel you will have it 
forever ingrained in your heart.

Embrace yourself for a rollercoaster of emotions. 

Rating:
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We asked students what they like about 
visiting the Library:

Meet our 
Student 
Librarians 

Year 11 students, Praise and Mercy, are 
Senior Student Librarians

Praise: “I became a student librarian in 
2018. I’ve always loved reading books, 
even before becoming a librarian, and 
really enjoy reading in my free time. 
I come to the library to help before 
school and during lunch and break 
time.”

Mercy: “Our role involves managing 
and training other student librarians, 
maintaining quietness and ensuring that 
everyone follows the rules in the library, 
and ordering stationery and books for 
students.”

Praise: “I really enjoy being part of the 
student librarian team and helping out 
in the library.”

Mercy: “Being a librarian means a lot to 
me as I enjoy anything to do with books 
and proper organisation of the library!”

Eden in Year 7 and Lilly in Year 8 are 
new to the role:

Eden: “I’ve been a Student Librarian 
for 2 weeks. I enjoy it because it’s 
fascinating and joyful to help people 
borrow books to educate themselves. 
I’m also a big fan of books myself and 
didn’t have anything like this in primary 
school!”

Lilly: “I joined the team about a month 
ago and I already love it! Sometimes 
you work at the desk to serve other 
students - and get to sit in the very 
comfy chair. But you don’t just sit at the 
desk - you also have to shelf books, 
which is easier than you think.”

Library survey

The variety of books

Studying by myself or 
with friends

It’s peaceful, calm & quiet

Friendly librarians
I can read in peace

I don’t get distracted like I 

might at home
Buying equipment

The wide range of revision books

I can study and catch up 
on homework

Everything!
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On Wednesday 13 October we held our 
Careers Fair in the Academy Theatre. 
After a few years of virtual-only events, 
it was wonderful to see face-to-face 
conversations happening.

C A R E E R S

Students consider 
their futures at 
our careers fair

We invited local colleges and sixth forms, 
apprenticeship providers, employers and 
universities to come and set up a stall in 
our theatre. When the doors opened, our 
older students and their families were 
able to come and talk to our guests and 
find out more about each provider, 
 

Introducing our 
new Careers Team 

Careers Lead:  Our Careers Lead, Mrs 
Daniels, is responsible for ensuring that
all students have access to careers 
education which is embedded through 
the curriculum, and looks at ways in 
which we can improve our careers 
information and advice for students, staff 
and parents and carers. 

Careers Advisor: Mrs Murray
We are fortunate to employ our own 
careers adviser, who is based in the 
academy.  Mrs Murray recently joined 
us after many years’ experience of 
working in schools and colleges around 
Greater Manchester.  Mrs Murray’s role 
is to provide information, advice and 

Virtual work 
experience with 
Pathway CTM
Some of our Year 10 students recently 
joined professionals from Pathway 
CTM over Zoom for some virtual 
work experience. The company offers 
business advisory services such as 
auditing, accounting, taxation, strategy 
management, and human resource 
consulting services.

the application procedure and the 
opportunities they offer. 

As well as speaking to providers at the 
fair, we recommend that Year 11 and 
Year 10 students and families visit college 
open events.

guidance to students on their future 
pathways, as well as co-ordinating 
careers events and facilitating work 
experience.

Mrs Daniels

Mrs Murray
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Reach is a unique careers programme, 
led by the Co-op Academies Trust, that 
brings local businesses and academies 
together to help students develop key 
employability skills and prepare them for 
the world of work. It’s specially designed 
for Year 9 students, who are at a crucial 
time in planning their future. 

Academies work in partnership with 
a local STEM business on various 
meaningful employer encounters. 
Students can also gain up to 5 AQA 
certificates of employability.

Mr Poole, Head of Year 9 said: “The programme raised the students’ aspirations and made 
them begin to think of life outside of school, their goals and what they need to do to 
reach them.”

Reach award ceremony at the Academy Theatre 

On Friday 24 September, the Reach 
awards ceremony took place in the 
Academy Theatre.It was lovely to see 
five Co-op Academies come together to 
celebrate each other’s successes. 

The ceremony reflected on the students’ 
journeys through the programme and 
included speeches by mentors from local 
businesses who took part.
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Our eco-club students attended a ‘Green City 
Challenge’ event at RHS Bridgewater. This 
workshop was developed in collaboration with 
Manchester Metropolitan University and the 
IGNITION project.

The aim of the event was to encourage 
students to problem solve and think about 

Green City 
Challenge

why plants are so important to the planet and 
their lives. They found out about important 
research happening right now, from tackling 
flooding and improving wellbeing to 
increasing biodiversity.  

The students engaged fantastically, producing 
a number of designs which we aim to develop 
across the school, assisting in the green status 
of the academy and building our own climate 
resilience. 

Dr Hopper

Jamie’s Farm offers a unique solution 
to empower young people - helping 
them to realise what we know they 
are capable of.

Their powerful formula of Farming, 
Family and Therapy, equips young 
people to thrive during their 
secondary school years. Specifically, 
their programme is designed 
to improve behaviour, boost 
engagement and improve wellbeing 
by building soft-skills such as  
self-esteem.

Mr Haseler, Mr Talabi and eight Year 9 
students headed off to Jamie’s Farm for a 
five-day residential.

Michael’s story:

When we arrived we had to give our 
phones in but we had that much to 
do, I forgot about my phone! Each 
day started with breakfast then 
onto jobs. In the evenings we read 
books, had a movie night and played 
games. 

We took part in lots of activities 
including cooking, walking the 
animals, collecting eggs from the 

hens and even milking a cow! If I 
had to choose a favourite moment it 
would be spending time with Sam, 
the horse.

We learnt lots about nature and 
teamwork. Did you know that 
animals can “see” emotions, such 
as anger and fear? If animals see 
a negative emotion they become 
afraid and start running around so it’s 
important to be calm around them. 

I developed lots of new skills - 
patience, teamwork and never giving 
up. Oh, and cooking! 
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Who are the Eco Warriors? The Eco Warriors, 
also known as ‘Eco Club’ is a group of students 
that come together after school every Monday 
from 2:50 to 3:30pm. This school is great, but 
there’s still a long way to go until we become 
as eco as possible and that’s our mission. The 
current situation is dire, and the state of your 
world will only deteriorate if we don’t take 
action. That action starts within you, your 
communities and school.

So far in Eco-Club we have made a 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
themed garden in the quad. We 
also work on the allotment, the herb 
garden and are planning another 
garden coming soon. We have been 
doing our best, working alongside 
the Eco-committee, to improve how 
eco-friendly our academy is. 

Right now, some of our top goals 
include doing even more around 
the academy, reducing littering and 
waste and increasing biodiversity in 
the academy grounds. We want to 
do things such as make a green wall, 
support species in the garden areas 
and recruit more people to join our 
community! 

Any students interested in joining, 
speak to Mr Simpson or Dr Hopper 
or come to SC11 at
2.50pm on Mondays.

Overall, Eco-Club is a nurturing, 
supportive group aiming to help 
the world’s current environmental 
situation by doing the best we can 
to make our school an example to 
others; making it easier for all of 
us to be living green! 

Chelsee & Tamar Year 10
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2021/22 Half term 1 
Family Competition update:

Anti-bullying Week runs every year in November. 
The theme for this year was One Kind Word.

Students took part in tutor time activities where they looked 
at our easy to understand student-friendly 
anti-bullying policy and reminded themselves of the “We 
wills” - our student charter to make sure the academy is a 
safe and friendly place for everyone. 
 
We also looked at how anti-bullying week links in with our 
Rights Respecting Schools journey. 
 
Bullying is repeated negative behaviour that is intended 
to make others feel upset, uncomfortable or unsafe.

Showing respect to someone means you act in a way that 
shows you care about their feelings and well-being.

Did you know we have a Student Wellbeing Team? 
Any students interested in joining should speak to Ms 

Morley or Mrs Brice.

Take a virtual 
tour of the 
academy
If you are yet to become familiar with the 
academy, please visit our website at 
manchester.coopacademies.co.uk where you can 
find video tours and even explore the academy 
in the world of Minecraft! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plus you will also find our virtual prospectus, telling 
you all you need to know about our school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If your child is approaching secondary school age, 
please do keep an eye on our website for our next 
Open Evening in September-October 2022. 

Record 
numbers attend 
our Open 
Evening
In September, we were 
delighted to welcome record 
numbers of families to our 
Open Evening. This event 
gave those families with 
children in Year 6 and Year 
5 the chance to see our 
facilities, meet our teachers 
and pastoral staff, and talk to 
our students.

Choosing your child’s 
secondary school is a big 
decision, and we
were delighted that so many 
student ambassadors were 
around to help families. 
They were a credit to us, 
being helpful and polite 
throughout.

Early applications data show that we are once again the 
most popular school in North Manchester. Not only is 
this testament to our staff and leadership, but also to the 
students who make this school what it is. 
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2020/21 Family Competition

2021/22 Half term 1 
Family Competition update:

Following a tough year with uncertain restrictions, lockdowns, school closures and remote 
learning, students and staff still Made It Count! In this respect everyone was a winner. With 

that being said, there can only be one winner of the Family Competition Trophy…

The competition was hotly contested but the eventual winners, Usiri, are now 2 times Family 
Champions. Who can stop them this academic year? Can family captains Mel and Holly lead 
Usiri to another victory? Acland, Ashworth, Brierley, Cooper, Edhi - who’s it going to be… 

The end of half term 1 saw current holders Usiri take off with an 80 point lead on nearest 
Family rivals Ashworth! Some fantastic behaviours for learning were displayed during the 

half term. A huge shout out to Edhi family for having the BEST family shout in assemblies - 
Challenge Creates Change!

Mr Lavelle

Do what 
matters most -  

community awarD

succeeD together 
Family awarD

Be yourselF, always 
- lPso awarD

Reemal Year 7
Ben Year 8

Jessica Year 9
Chang Year 10

Amandeep Year 11

Acland - Peculiar Year 11
Ashworth - Sarina Year 7
Brierley - David Year 7
Cooper - Jack Year 10

Edhi - Leon Year 9
Usiri - Tallick Year 10

Tenacity - Georgia Year 11

Shukurani Year 7
Ema Year 8

Melinda Year 9
Lexia Year 10
Milly Year 11

F a m i l y  u P D a t e
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Excellent 
exam results
Our class of 2021 
were not deterred 
by COVID-19

It was an absolute pleasure to welcome back Year 
11 to receive their GCSE results in August.

Our students have done incredibly well. Their amazing 
results are a result of their determination and 
hard work.

After the significant disruption caused by Covid-19, 
our students have worked incredibly hard to achieve 
the grades they received.

Congratulations 
Class of 2021!

Chris Beard 
Principal

Welcome Year 7 
 
Year 7 have made a great start at the academy 
and are already making a positive impact - by 
displaying our values, showing resilience in 
lessons and succeeding together. 

They aren’t just showing they care inside the 
academy but outside too - I saw some students 
helping elderly people in Tesco pack and carry 
their bags. I was so proud I had to point out 
they were my students!

Ms McClean

This is what some of our Year 7 students have 
to say:

Maab 
The academy is different from primary school 
but I like it. My favourite lesson is PE even when 
it’s cold! My LPSOs (heads of year) are really 
good listeners and help and support me. 

Paiten 
Settling in at Co-op Academy Manchester has 
been hard, but good… Hard because it’s a new 
place and different from my primary school… 
Good because it’s fun to make new friends 
and settle into a new school. Some of my old 
primary school friends are here as well. I like the 
library as it’s a calming place.

Eden 
It’s really amazing when you get here. It’s a huge 
school. I settled in by making friends with my 
class. Some of my primary school friends come 
here too. I’m not friends with everyone in the 
school because there are about 1,500 students. I 
haven’t met some of the other years yet!

Atta 
I like the library and the great people in the 
school, they helped me settle in. I like the 
climbing wall too!
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Young 
Interpreters
Some of our students are trained as Young 
Interpreters - and able to support new students 
arriving in the academy from other countries. They 
can help them find their way around the school and 
become familiar with British school terminology.

Why did they sign up? Let’s ask them! - I am confident, patient and welcoming. 
I have built these skills because I went to 
three different primary schools. 
(Szymon, Year 9) 
 

Explain how you think Academy 
Interpreters will be useful to students, 
parents and staff? 

- It will help new students feel like part of 
the academy.’  (Saba, Year 10) 

- Many parents and students speak Spanish 
or Farsi, so I believe I can be a very good 
representative for Co-op Academy. For 
example I could show people where they 
need to go at an opening evening. 
(Sam, Year 8) 

- Our school is very diverse and with that 
comes people who don’t speak English, so 
there has to be someone to help. 
(Vivjana, Year 8) 

- Many parents cannot speak much English 
and there are many new students from 
other countries who are learning English 
for the first time, so this is going to benefit 
them a lot. (Fiona, Year 8) 
 

Is there anything else you would like 
to add?

- I think this is a cool idea, honestly. I also 
think it’s quite helpful. (Anna, Year 8) 

- I will make sure that I try my best to 
explain and help people understand and 
know what they have to do. 
(Safa, Year 9) 

- I would be really happy if I became 
an Academy Interpreter as I’m really 
passionate about helping people. 
(Kelly, Year 8) 
  
- I feel pleased and p roud to be joining the 
Academy Interpreters (Amelia, Year 8)

What qualities do you have that will 
make a good Academy Interpreter? 

- I respect people and I can listen well to 
them. I also like helping people. 
(Noura, Year 10) 

- I have good listening and communication 
skills. I can speak Spanish, Catalan 
and English (Osazee, Year 10). 

- I can help people out with language 
barriers as I speak English, Turkish and 
Kurdish. I am kind and I can find my way 
around problems. (Basak, Year 8) 

- I came to England 4 years ago and I 
couldn’t speak English at all, so I know how 
it feels to be in that position. 
(Haider, Year 9) 

- I am a caring person. For example if a new 
student came to the academy I could help 
them with my first language (Urdu). 
(Syed, Year 10) 

- In my opinion I think it is good to have 
a Persian interpreter as there could be a 
few people coming here from Afghanistan. 
I could help them understand English. 
(Ressala, year 9) 

-I help my parents to understand the 
meaning of words/phrases. At home I 
speak a mixture of Punjabi and Urdu and 
helping my mum allows me to learn new 
words. (Kainat, Year 8) 
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Sienna’s sporting success 
 
Sienna in Year 10 has achieved her black belt 
in taekwondo after training tirelessly every 
week and working hard to be the best. Sienna 
juggles intense training with playing football 
for an U15’s team and being a member of 
most of the academy sports teams! Sienna’s 
attitude shines through everything that she 
does, and her winning mentality will take her 
far in her sporting career. 

Duke of Edinburgh volunteers
Our Catering Manager, Ms Stannard, has 
had some support recently from student 
volunteers who are helping out in the Foyer 
Cafe during events as part of their Duke of 
Edinburgh qualification. Ms Stannard said 
the students are doing really well and are a 
brilliant representation of our academy.

Christmas 
dinner 

Students enjoyed Christmas dinner with all the 
trimmings - including paper hats!

Students cater for staff 
training event
Ms Fitton and some of her catering students 
prepared and served food for our staff at an 
after school training event - giving up their 
own time and not leaving till late.

Ryan, Dezzie, David and Aleem prepared all 
the food and stayed at school until after 6pm.

It was so moving to see what the students had 
done and the pride on their faces said it all. 

Ms McMorrow

Softball Festival
Some of our students who are also members 
of 105th Manchester Scouts took part in a 
softball event at Blackley Cricket Club. 

They had a great time and some were even 
asked if they would like to train with the ladies 
team.

Co-op Ice Cream Bike 
 
Before the summer break, we had a visit from 
the Co-op’s ice cream bike! All students and 
staff were given free ice cream or lollies as a 
well done for facing the challenges of the last 
year head on.

William’s lockdown poem  
 
William in Year 7 wrote a poem about his 
experience of lockdown which was published 
in Young Writers Magazine. 

Remembrance Day 
 
To commemorate Remembrance Day 
2021, we sold poppies in the Library 
and at reception, had a special 
assembly delivered by our History 
department and held a 2 minute 
silence.
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Thomas’ football success 
 
Ex-student Thomas made his first team debut 
for professional club Port Vale FC in July. 
This is a massive achievement and shows 
where hard work and determination can get 
you. Thomas is a role model for many other 
students who wish to follow the same career 
path as a professional footballer. We are 
behind you Thomas!

Mr Lavelle

Excellence in Maths 
 
Byron in Year 11 was proud to win our weekly 
Excellence in Maths award. Byron has shown 
so much resilience in maths recently, which 
saw his most recent mock exam result rise by 3 
grades from summer

EAL homework club 

EAL homework club runs every Thursday 
after school. Students are supported to 
complete and or understand their homework. 
Additionally, help is given to students that 
did not understand a topic or a task in class. 
Students don’t have to book - they can just 
turn up on the day.

Gerry’s Boxing Success 
 
Gerry in Year 8 is an amateur boxer and 
recently got to the semi-final of the England 
Boxing National Championships. He beat 
fighters from Birmingham and Liverpool along 
the way. Well done Gerry!

Mr Mills

Global Citizens Club 
 
Global Citizens Club brings together students 
from all years, with a shared passion for 
learning about different cultures, traditions 
and languages.

This term’s focus has been on Asia - so far 
students have enjoyed learning the art of 
origami, how people celebrate Diwali and 
tasted a variety of yummy foods!

RSE Day 
 
We teach PSHE, RSE and Citizenship through 
morning tutor activities, assemblies and 
Wellbeing & Community Mornings and were 
pleased to receive recognition! 

PSHE is Personal, Social, Health & Economic 
education. This subject helps students develop 
the knowledge, skills and attributes they need 
to keep themselves healthy and safe, and 
prepare for life and work in modern Britain.

RSE (Relationships & Sex Education) is learning 
about the emotional, social and physical 
aspects of growing up, relationships, sex 
sexuality and sexual health.

Principal’s Award 
 
Mrs Marshall was so proud 
of students Finley, Georgia, 
Thoko, Godstime and Nayell 
for delivering assemblies on 
the theme of kindness, that she 
nominated them for a Principal’s 
award!

CAT BOWERS
Health Improvement

Practitioner Specialist

KIMBERLEY EVANS-
CHUDASAMA

Team Lead -  Healthy Schools

Co-op Academy
Manchester

THIS IS AWARDED TO

Thank you for making RSE Day a meaningful celebration in your school

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION

RSE DAY 2021
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As Academy Counsellors, we aren’t just here 
to support our students, we are here to
support parents and carers too. Have you 
visited the ‘Counselling service’ page on our
website? There’s lots of practical information 
and guidance on how you, as parents/carers,
can support your child’s mental wellbeing.
We are hoping to run some hour-long parent 
and carer workshops to help you better
understand your child’s behaviours and moods 
and give you practical advice on how best to
support them through any difficulties they may 
be facing. 
 
We’ll be asking for your views via a short 
survey in January before we plan workshops...
please keep a look out for the survey, so we 
can tailor the topics to parent/carer needs. 
In the meantime, if you need support, 
you can contact us via email 
manc-counselling@coopacademies.co.uk. 
 
Also, YoungMinds operate a Parents Helpline. 
 
Calls are free on 08088025544 from 
9.30am-4pm Monday to Friday. 
 

Students can speak to any member of staff 
they feel comfortable speaking to, but there 
are some members of staff who have special 
responsibilities for students’ welfare:

Learning & Pastoral Support Officers (or 
LPSOs) act as Heads of Year
Tutors & Heads of Family see students on a 
daily basis during Tutor Time
The Student Services desk is always staffed by 
people happy to help
Our safeguarding team, led by Ms Baldwin & 
Ms Ram, is there to ensure everyone 
feels safe

We are lucky to have two counsellors at the 
academy: Ms Carlisle & Miss Holden.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More information about our counselling 
service is available on our website, including 
where to get support outside of school hours: 
 
 
https://manchester.coopacademies.co.uk/
students/counselling-service/

Student 
Support

Counselling 
service

Student support in 
the academy

Did you know we have free sanitary 
products in school for all students? 

Students can get them from their LPSO, 
Student Services, the Library, the Student 
Support Centre, the Sanctuary or from 
members of the safeguarding team.

Free, anonymous, confidential website 
where young people can access free online 
counselling support 
 
www.kooth.com

1-2-1 counselling support via the website 
or telephone. Comforts, advises and gives 
information.  
 
0800 1111 
www.childline.org.uk 

Website offering support, information and 
advice about mental health and wellbeing.  
 
www.youngminds.org.uk

Availiable 24 hours a day to provide 
confidential emotional support for people 
who are experiencing feelings of 
distress, despair or suicidal thoughts.  
 
Samaritans 116 123 
jo@samaritans.org

Free information and support for the 
under 25s. you can talk to them by phone, 
email and online chat.  
 
0800 808 4994 
www.themixorg.uk 

The Proud Trust is a life saving and life 
enhancing organisation that helps LGBT+ 
young people empower themselves.  
 
www.theproudtrust.org/ 
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Feedback from our parents and carers has told 
us that parents want more practical tips to 
help their child at home. 
 
Some recent additions to this page include 
‘How can I talk to my child about their report?’ 
and ‘How to use our Parents’ Evening System 
for booking appointments and attending by 
video’.

With Year 10 and Year 11 students entering 
into mock and real exams over the coming 
months, you might want to check out our 
articles on ‘10 tips for revising with your child’ 
and ‘Top tips for beating exam stress’.

And if you have an idea for what else we need 
to add to this library, just let us know.

Mr Davies

We have launched a programme called Fresh 
Start in our English as an Additional Language 
and Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 
departments.

The programme teaches students to read 
accurately and fluently and with excellent 
comprehension. Through phonics and 
age-appropriate texts, our students are 
getting to grips with reading; setting them 
up to participate fully in all other 
academy learning.

Fresh Start

Tootoot is a safe and secure web-based 
safeguarding tool, which allows children 
of all age ranges – from primary right 
through to university – to report incidents of 
bullying, problems they could be having in 
class or any issues that may be concerning 
them in an anonymous, confidential and 
discreet manner. These individual cases are 
monitored, managed and resolved by staff 
within the academy. 
 
 
 
 

Tootoot

Practical resources to help 
your child learn at home

All of our students have a 
username and password, which 
allows them to log in and 
use tootoot.  

Download the app, 
visit tootoot.co.uk, 
or click the link on 
the student VLE.

Visit our growing resource library at
manchester.coopacademies.co.uk/parents/tips 
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C O M M U N I T Y 
U S E  &  L E T T I N G S

Classy 
comedy 
comes calling 
at the Co-op 
The academy was used as the filming 
location for series 6 of CBBC’s Class 
Dismissed during the 2021 summer 
holidays. The film crew were based at 
the academy for 5 weeks and used an 
array of facilities to make it their ‘home’ 
during production. The production's art 
department created many props and sets 
on-site, including an outdoor classroom 
and an exploding bin full of sweets! 

The cast was made up of children aged 
11 to 13, as well as adults. Our own 
students were also able to get involved in 
some of the scenes! 

“It’s traditional to take a photograph 
of the first slate of the very first shot 
on a drama shoot, and for us, it was 
inside the academy’s Community 
Room, which our art team had 
transformed into a vision of pink and 
unicorns to become the office of our 
new Class Dismissed headteachers.  

Over 5 weeks, we went on to 
transform other spaces into the 
likes of a flamboyant drama class, a 
jumbled home economics kitchen, 
an experimental food emporium, 
even a Russian inspired technology 
lab.  The playground became a 
campsite for our environmentally-
conscious biology teacher, and 
science even became a heavy metal 
rock concert, decked with lights 
and huge amplifiers.  But it’s exactly 
because of the range of different 
spaces in the school that we came 
to approach Co-op Academy 
Manchester in the first place.  
 

Philip Cooper, Series Producer:

It’s often overlooked that filming 
takes a long time and comes with a 
lot of people! So, a filming location 
needs to offer not only a variety 
of interesting backdrops, but also 
enough space to house an expansive 
production team with upwards of 60 
people – in our case art & design, 
costume, makeup, production 
spaces for emailing, printing and 
planning, green rooms to hold all the 
children and actors, catering, and 
not forgetting, all with Covid social-
distancing! The academy offered all 
this and more. 

If there is any lesson in this 
experience, it’s about the power 
of co-operation, flexibility, good 
humour, and that you can never 
have too many marshmallows!  If you 
want to see more of how the school 
was transformed, the power of co-
operation in action, and just what 
on earth the marshmallows were 
for, then checkout Class Dismissed 
S6 on iPlayer from 29 November …
and thank your lucky stars you don’t 
actually go to Quayside Academy!”
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Street League | Community Engagement
Over the past 10 weeks, Street 
League has provided free football 
sessions to 25 of our Year 10 and 11 
students. 

The sessions, which have taken 
place on Tuesday evenings, help 
to develop students’ football skills 
with FA qualified coaches, as well as 
providing them with a safe space to 
interact with each other and improve 
their teamwork and communication 
skills. 

Some of the students have stayed 
on to attend further Street League 
sessions and have been able to 
practice their newly learned skills 
with young people of differing 
abilities and meet new friends. 

Street League offers an alternative 
way to developing essential life 
skills, through the use of sports 
and sharing real-life advice. They 
aim to empower young people 
and support them into work, 
apprenticeships and training. 
 

Find out more about the amazing 
work that they do on their website: 
 
https://www.streetleague.co.uk/ 

One Education hosts their North 
Manchester Music Centre at the 
academy every Thursday.  

It is a lively and friendly music centre 
for children and young people 
aged 3-18, offering a range of FREE 
ensembles including: samba, folk 
(ceilidh), rock & pop bands, wind, 
brass and string groups. This year 
they also have brand new vocal 
groups, music tech and song writing 
sessions!  
 

One Education

For more information visit 
their website:  

https://www.oneeducation.co.uk/
teaching-and-learning/music-centres

Lexia in Year 10: “I love the Thursday 
Music Centre because you get to play 
music with many different people. The 
teachers are really passionate about 
their job, and would go out of their 
way to help you. The music centre has 
a lovely community and we feel like a 
family. I’ve been going since I was in 
nursery, and have grown up with these 
people. Going to music lessons is one of 
the highlights of my week.“

Putting children first
OneEducation

hub
manchester music
h b

music centres

hub
manchester music
h b

music centres

hub
manchester music
h b

music centres

NORTH
Music 
Centr

Thursdays / from 4pm 
Co-op Academy Manchester
Blackley
MyHub.org.uk
music@oneeducation.co.uk   0161 276 0104

oneeducationmusiccentres
OneEducationMus
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Our scout group have enjoyed a different 
few months with all our sections going 
back to basics; enjoying fun-filled 
activities and plenty of badges being 
awarded.

We had a morning’s activity at the 
academy on birds, bugs and bees 
where our young people learnt about 
ecosystems and why animals are useful 
and what they need to live. 

Our Scouts have had success in three 
competitions: 

The Blackley Shield
Winners of the District Hike
Winners in the District Backwoods 
Cooking Competition  

We have been having great fun, 
welcoming new members and friends - 
this is what Scouts do best! Skills for life 
and great memories made.

We’re looking forward to many more 
adventures!

If you’re interested in joining, please get 
in touch:

gary.hollingsworth@btinternet.com
07970 885 394

Gary Hollingsworth
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Blackley Shield
The Blackley Shield is the longest 
running trophy in scouting. As the 
plaque says, it was donated by the 
Co-operative in 1911.

The competition involves scouting 
and life skills and this time round the 
competition was held on Zoom.

This is the first time we have won the 

trophy after having many years of 
finishing runners up. 

It meant so much to academy 
students Darcy and Oscar, as well 
as myself and Phil. All of our young 
people work so hard and whatever 
they achieve is because they are 
special people.

It felt even more special as we 
consider ourselves as an extension 
of the academy - it felt just like the 
Euros that the trophy had come 
home!20



There are lots of opportunities 
for students to take on leadership 
responsibilities. 

Every tutor group has a Tutor 
Captain and Vice-Tutor Captain, 
elected by the other students in 
the group. They are responsible for 
uniform and equipment checks, and 
helping tutors deliver messages and 
activities during morning tutor time. 

Young people are invited into a 
digital (online) universe filled with 
real stories from real children, 
teenagers and young adults who 
have experienced loneliness. 

Lonelynotalone.org is the first 
platform of its kind and is part of 
the Co-op Foundation’s campaign 
to help lonely young people 
share stories and improve mental 
wellbeing. 

Being a prefect and Cooper Family 
Captain is one of my favourite things 
about going to our academy!

As a prefect I have done Reception 
Duty before and after school for 
a week, regularly support the 
lunchtime Prefect Help Desk at 
Student Services and volunteer at 
evening events such as the recent 
Year 7 Settling evening. 

As Family Captain, I help students, 
help my Head of Family - Ms Heslop, 
and always set a good example to 
others. 

When I did Reception Duty, some 

Lonely Not 
Alone

Prefect ties

Lexia’s 
experience

S T U D E N T  L E A D E R S H I P

Tutor Captains and Vice-Tutor 
Captains can choose to stand for 
election to Family Captain. Each of 
our six Families has a Family Captain 
and Vice-Family Captain who attend 
Student Council meetings once every 
half term. 

Students in Years 10 and 11 can 
apply to be Prefects. 

Students with a passion for books 
and reading can become Student 
Librarians.  
 
Student CLIFE team members 
observe teachers and give their 
feedback on how lessons can 
be improved. CLIFE stands for 
Challenge, Literacy, Independence, 
Feedback & Engagement

When a young person anonymously 
shares their story on the website, 
they become a star in the night sky, 
and part of a constellation of other 
stars who have similar experiences of 
loneliness. 

Our Student Wellbeing Team wants 
to help students take actions to 
tackle loneliness in themselves and 
others. They are working with Mind 
to develop an action plan which 
includes being trained as peer 
mentors. 

Our Year 10 and 11 Prefects were 
proud to receive their special 
prefect ties.

roles I had were signing visitors in and 
out, taking visitors to the places they 
were supposed to be, and delivering 
messages and post to various 
members of staff. 

I am also part of the Student Council 
and various committees. Recently, 
as part of the Student Wellbeing 
committee, I took part in a focus 
group and we talked about what our 
school is doing to support students’ 
wellbeing, and what we could do to 
make school life even better. 

For me, being a Prefect and Family 
Captain means being able to help 
other students and also having the 
opportunity to show any visitors to 
our academy how wonderful it is to 
be a student here. This is something 
that means a lot to me and I really 

enjoy being a student leader. 

I would say that anyone who has the 
opportunity to, should definitely go 
for a student leadership role.

Lexia, Year 10
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Scrooge on Stage!

As we entered into the festive season, 
students sat down to enjoy an energetic 
interpretation of Charles Dickens’ 
novella A Christmas Carol, performed 
by academy regulars manACTco 
(Manchester Actors Company). 

Three actors took students creatively on 
the journey of Victorian miser, Ebenezer 
Scrooge. Assuming multi-roles and using 
props and minimal quick changes, they 
portrayed a vast array of characters from 
this classic tale, although members of 
the audience had to be conscripted in to 
play the many children of poor clerk, Bob 
Cratchit.

Guided through Christmas Days, past, 
present and future, Scrooge learns the 
value of kindness and how by giving, his 
life becomes richer.

The year 7 audience were totally 
engaged, enjoying both the story and 

its dramatic adaptation, which was 
interactive at times. Following the play, 
the actors held a question and answer 
session where the students
asked them about the themes of the 
story and the characters they created. 
This proved most helpful to the keen 
11 to 12-year olds, who study A 
Christmas Carol at this time of year. The 
forthcoming actors gave answers which 
really helped highlight some key points 
and issues of Dickens’ work.

Far from being ‘Humbug’, this production 
(given on a cold Manchester morning) 
warmed the hearts of the captivated 
crowd

Mr Pip

Science magician Dr Matt Pritchard 
wowed Year 7 and 8 students in 
the Academy Theatre. Dr Matt has 
had a passion for science since 
childhood when he received a box 
of magic tricks as a present. He is 
now an Associate of the Inner Magic 
Circle with a mission for inspiring 
curiosity, creativity and wonder in his 
audiences. 

Using household objects, plastic 
bottles and drinks cans, Dr Matt 
showed how magic can be created 
by using anything lying around the 
home. Skilfully performing lots of 
tricks, he challenged the students 
to work out how they were done. 
This encouraged them to open their 
minds to try and explain how the 
impossible could be made possible.
 

Science 
Magic Wows 
with Wonder!

When Dr Matt revealed how his tricks 
were done, it was usually something 
very simple and scientific. Without 
giving away spoilers, gravity and 
friction played a part in a number of 
his tricks, as well as the deathly stare 
from the Dog of Doom! Students 
were actively encouraged to take 
what they had learnt from the show 
and, with science skills, make magic 
at home – although, frustratingly, Dr 
Matt didn’t explain all his conjuring, 
leaving the students wanting more! 

Dr Matt’s final reveal was his TikTok 
page and one of his tricks has had 
over 7 million views! 

Sure enough we checked it out 
@sciencemagician
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Tale as old as time…
It’s been a while since our last musical and we’re roaring 
back with our February production of the Disney classic 
Beauty and the Beast. 
 
Telling the story of a proud Prince who is transformed 
into a hideous Beast as penance for his cold-hearted 
ways, he must find someone to love him before the last 
petal falls from an enchanted rose, or he will remain in his 
monstrous form forever. All looks bleak, until a young girl 
appears at the castle. Can Belle see beyond the Prince’s 
beastly visage, or is his stone heart the barrier to doom 
him to his wretched existence? 

Auditions were held in September. With the largest ever 
cast assembled for our production, rehearsals began in 
earnest during October. The cast is made up of first timers 
and old regulars. We asked some of the cast why they 
wanted to get involved with the school production. Ilham 
said that she feels “nervous and scared” about getting 
involved with the show and admits that she’s taking part 
to boost her confidence. Enthusiastic Tallick says, “I 

just love Drama!” After some thought Ema replied, “It’s 
a once in a lifetime opportunity and not many others 
get the chance to appear on stage, plus it’s helped me 
broaden my social circle.” Year 11 Kelsey who is a regular 
participant in the annual musicals responded, “It’s joyful, 
like one big family.”

Thanks to the organisational skills of Musical Director 
Mr Stannard, the cast had the wonderful opportunity 
of going to see the live touring version of Beauty and 
the Beast in Liverpool. This helped give them ideas 
and allowed them to see how a professional show runs, 
hopefully inspiring and setting expectations for our own 
show. Kelsey concluded that seeing the professional 
show, “was exciting, I loved everything about the 
production.” When asked about how our production will 
compare, she gave a beaming smile, gave a ‘thumbs up’ 
and replied, “It will be top notch!”

“Be our Guest” and come along and see for yourself. 
Tickets are available online: www.ticketsource.co.uk/cam 
 
 

Mr Pip
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SPORTSCA
M

All the latest sports news from Co-op Academy Manchester 

Year 10 visited Our Lady’s in a local pre-season derby and the weather 
conditions could not have been more wet! 

Mr Mills and Mr Lavelle used the match as an opportunity to review the 
squad, having not played as a team since Year 8. Squad rotation was the 
name of the game, with players moved to each and every position. 

Ben started us off brightly, leading the line as the number 9, and it wasn’t 
long before he got his reward. After being brought down in the box, Ben 
stepped up to convert his penalty to put us 1-0 up. However, Our Lady’s 
kept probing and it wasn’t long before they equalised and not long again 
until they went 2-1 up. The game remained this way until the final whistle 
as the puddles built up. Men of the Match - Alfie and Leighton, who both 
look like brand new players this season. Up the Co-op! 

Mr Mills

The KS4 girls kicked off the season well with some strong individual and 
team performances. There were some fantastic goals and even better 
attitudes from all of the girls as we faced a number of teams away at 
Whalley Range High School. We’re proud of all the team and excited for 
the fixtures to come! 

The Year 11 team played against a very strong opponent in a local derby 
versus Our Lady’s. The game finished 0-3 to Our Lady’s after a spirited 
performance. The team showed great togetherness after two years out and 
attitudes were excellent. 

Captain Meshach and Clive at Centre Back had a monster of a game, 
winning headers and making goal saving tackles. Man of the Match was 
awarded to Lucas for the best goalkeeping display I have witnessed in a 
Co-op Academy Manchester shirt! Fantastic effort!

Mr Lavelle

Year 7 Boys Football Heroes!

The Year 7 boys football team has got off to a flyer this season! 

They played against seven other schools in a league format, winning a 
massive six games and losing just one. A big well done to Jacob, Josh, 
Nelson, Jodie, Olly, Aronas, Ryley and Marek. Man of the Match was 
Aronas for a huge goal haul and his constant movement and energy 
throughout. 

Mr Mills

KS3 Girls Football

Year 10 Football Friendly

KS4 girls off to a flyer

Year 11 Football Result

October saw the first time that the KS3 girls had the opportunity to 
represent the academy, and they came out in force and ready for action! 
There were some outstanding performances from individuals, as well as the 
team. 

The girls played fantastic football, with quick passes and constantly driving 
forward with the ball. Fast feet and brilliant attitudes made it a pleasure to 
watch and be a part of. Other schools were spotting and commenting on 
our talent. We won 4 of our 5 games too! Onwards and upwards for our 
girls. The future is bright.

Ms Heslop
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