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Connell Co-op 
College launched a 
competition as part 
of the 2022 Our Year 
project. Young people 
aged 5-18 from across 

Manchester were asked to submit 
artwork, poetry or a short story, 
inspired by one of eight key themes: 

• Equal and included
• Safe and secure
• Health and wellbeing
• Connections (digital, 
transport...)
• Climate and environment
• Family and friends
• Education
• Play 

Nine students were shortlisted 
for a prize, and invited to a prize 
giving ceremony at the college. 
After some light refreshments, the 
ceremony opened with a welcome 
from Head of College, Emma Soper. 
Then Andrea Daubney, Manchester 

City Council’s Assistant Director 
of Education, introduced Our Year 
and what it is aiming to achieve in 
Manchester. Two Connell students, 
Katie and Hanan, spoke about their 
experiences during the Covid-19 
pandemic and their vision for the 
2022 Our Year project and beyond. 

Noah in Year 10, Gabriella in Year 9 
and Freddie in Year 7 each won first 
place in their category. 

Well done also to Tamar (Year 10), 
Aimee, Ema and Emma (Year 8) and 
Harleen and Lydia (Year 7). 

“I was really pleased to win an 
award for my poem. I wrote it about 
feelings but I’m not sure where the 
inspiration to write it came from, 
as English isn’t one of my favourite 
subjects! I think I will write more 
poems in the future.” Freddie 
 
2022 Our Year is a campaign 
from Manchester City Council, to 
provide a programme of activities, 
opportunities and experiences for 
children and young people. 

Time to 
Talk Day

Hello and welcome to the latest edition of 
Academy Life, 

Looking through the pages, it is a joy to see 
the academy opening up after our periods of 
lockdown. This time last year, we were a little 
more restricted in what we could do - and 
so I am very pleased to see so many photos 
from trips, of visitors and of the many exciting 
activities that our students take part in. 

I want to say a big welcome to our 330 new 
students and their families, who will be 
starting with us in September. We’ll be in 
touch over the coming months to arrange 
a smooth transition from primary school to 
secondary school, and I hope that these pages 
offer a good glimpse into what the next few 
years have to offer. 
 
 
 

Concern for the mental health 
and wellbeing of ourselves and 
our children is at an all time high. 
We marked Time to Talk Day by 
inviting parents and carers to 
join our counselling and welfare 
team for a conversation about 
how we can better understand, 
protect and support our mental 
health. We shared resources and 
signposted visitors to sources of 
support. 

In Tutor Time, students explored 
the stigma surrounding mental 
health and why it’s important to 
get talking. 
 
 
 

A big thank you to all of you who came to 
support of spectacular show, Beauty and the 
Beast. Our Theatre came alive with haze, 
lights, song, dance and the cheering from the 
crowds. The students involved - whether on 
stage, in the band pit or behind the scenes, 
put so much time and effort into the show 
which was a great example of co-operation 
in action, and how we can achieve amazing 
things together. 

As we move into spring, our exam season 
will soon be starting and years’ worth of hard 
work will pay off for Year 11. We are using this 
magazine not only to celebrate the things our 
students have been doing, but also to provide 
them and their parents and carers with some 
practical tips. 

Please do enjoy our latest magazine Chris Beard

A note from the Head of Academy

Contact Us
manc-enquiries@coopmanchester.co.uk

Facebook.com/CoopManchester 

Twitter: @CoopManchester

manchester.coopacademies.co.uk 0161 795 3005

instagram.com/coopmanchester

Students joining us in September 2022

2022 Our Year competition

Find out more at ouryear.uk

We have written to parents and 
carers of students that have been 
allocated a place in Year 7 for 
September 2022. 

We know that moving to ‘big 
school’ is a big deal - so here is a 
checklist of things to do over the 
next few months:

transition.cam.coop

Students were invited to enter a 
poster competition and we had 
some fantastic entries! 

Time to Talk Day is all about 
creating supportive communities 
by having conversations with 
family, friends, or colleagues 
about mental health. We all have 
mental health – by talking about 
it we can support ourselves 
and others. 

https://timetotalkday.co.uk/

Confirm that you accept the place

Make a note of key dates

Let your child look through the Pupils section 
of our transition website

Complete the admissions paperwork

Apply for Free School Meals (if applicable)

Get your child’s uniform ready for September

Drop-off and pick-up your child for their Transition Days

Join us for our Parent and Carer Transition Evening

Download My Ed parent app

Make sure your child has the right equipment

Make a note of key dates for the new school year

Watch the video introduction from our Principal, Mr Beard

Download our Parent Handbook and read through the key 
information for all our parents

Principal
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The Review

I liked this book because it uses very 
descriptive language and you can 
picture the scenes in your mind. The 
main character is very lovable and 
you feel like you can connect with 
her. 

The book is set in a dystopian future 
where a group of teenagers are 
picked to fight to the death, all for 
the entertainment and pleasure of 
the rich people in the ruined society. 

I think The Hunger Games is a 
great book and I would definitely 
recommend it! 
 
Written by Eva, Year 8

Rating:

Book
Fair
 
In March, the ever popular 
Scholastic Book Fair came to the 
library to help us celebrate World 
Book Day. Students were able 
to use their Classcharts reward 
points (and cash) to purchase 
books. When students buy books 
in the book fair, Scholastic give 
free books to school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are pleased to say that the 
book fair was a real success again 
this year and has meant lots more 
lovely books are now available in 
the library for all the students to 
borrow and read. 

Mrs Brice

Bedrock
Mame in Year 8 won a £10 Amazon 
voucher from Bedrock - based on 
how many units she has completed 
as well as her performance. Mame 
was drawn out of 300,000 young 
people nationally! 

Bedrock Learning is a digital 
literacy and vocabulary curriculum, 
designed for primary and 
secondary students of all abilities. 

Students can learn independently 
and get immediate feedback 
– meaning Bedrock is ideal for 
setting as homework or remote 
learning, as well as classroom 
learning. 
 
 

A student’s ability to understand a 
text largely depends on their ability 
to understand the language used. 
Research suggests that as a student 
progresses through school, they 
need to be adding at least 3,000 
words to their vocabulary per year if 
they are to keep up with challenging 
texts across the curriculum. 

With Bedrock, students: 

Encounter new vocabulary 
in aspirational, interactive 
fiction and non-fiction texts  
 
Acquire deep knowledge of 
vocabulary to support their 
academic success (a proven 
32% uplift) 

Build confident voices and 
cultural awareness to equip 
them well for life beyond 
school 
 

Ms O’Connor

£10£10

The Hunger 
Games
The blurb... 

Twelve boys and twelve girls are 
forced to appear in a live event 
called The Hunger Games. There 
is only one rule: kill or be killed. 
 
When sixteen-year-old Katniss 
Everdeen steps forward to take her 
younger sister’s place in the games, 
she sees it as a death sentence. 
But Katniss has been close to 
death before. For her, survival 
is second nature.

PSHE is Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic education, which helps 
students develop the knowledge, 
skills and attributes they need to 
keep themselves healthy and safe, 
and prepare for life and work in 
modern Britain. 

RSE (Relationships and Sex 
Education) is learning about the 
emotional, social and physical 
aspects of growing up, relationships, 
sex, human sexuality and sexual 
health. 

Citizenship at the academy 
will provide students with the 
knowledge, skills and understanding 
to prepare them to play a full and 
active part in society. 

P S H E ,  R S E  & C I T I Z E N S H I P

The secondary method of delivery is 
through Wellbeing and Community 
Morning. These mornings take place 
across four half-terms and are taught 
to students in their year groups, to 
allow for the delivery of age-specific 
and age-appropriate PSHE, RSE and 
Citizenship topics. 

The third way in which aspects of 
PSHE, RSE and Citizenship content 
is delivered is through the normal 
curriculum provided in day-to-day 
lessons.
Some of the topics covered in 
our most recent Wellbeing and 
Community Morning:
 
 

Gender & sexuality 
 
Stereotyping & 
discrimination Consent 

Managing finances 

First Aid 

Employee rightsWe teach PSHE, RSE and 
Citizenship in three main ways: 

The primary method of delivery 
is during Morning Tutor Time - 
students complete twenty minute 
sessions on a variety of topics 
and issues.
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All students attended informative webinars 
to show them what apprenticeships are 
available and what they involve. These 
included apprenticeships in: 

The RAF
The Public Sector
The NHS Engineering/
Manufacturing 
 
Year 11 had an introductory session 
to apprenticeships led by The Greater 
Manchester Learning Provider Network. 

For National Careers Week, all students 
had assemblies and took part in Tutor Time 

C A R E E R S

National Apprenticeship Week

National Careers Week

Students interested in apprenticeships took 
part in an application seminar in March - they 
found out how to apply for apprenticeships, 
and learned how to improve their confidence 
for interviews. 

Ms Murray

Science and Health and Social Care 
students engaged with the world 
of medicine - the students got to 
experience, first hand, how to use 
real life medicinal equipment. 

They got to experience what it’s like 
to have visual impairments, learnt 
how to photograph the back of the 
eye, and even plugged their teachers 
in for an ECG! 

“Andy’s arm” gave students the 
opportunity to draw blood from a 
‘real life’ vein, and the students saw 
how modern technology can help 
with non-invasive diagnoses - did 
you know there’s equipment that can 

Medical Mavericks
show the veins under the surface 
of your skin with a special light? 

Without a doubt this was a true  
spectacle, with many students 
leaving the session feeling like 
their eyes had been opened to the 
possibilities of medicine without 
it just being limited to being a GP 
or nurse. Thank you to Medical 
Mavericks! 

Dr Hopper

activities. They explored the different options 
available to them once they leave school.

Spring Term results

F A M I L Y  U P D A T E

We took part in the Sustrans Big Walk & 
Wheel 2022 over 2 weeks before Easter. 
Families competed against each other to 
see who makes the most Active Journeys 
to school. Active Journeys include 
walking (including parking/getting the 
bus and walking for at least 10 minutes), 
wheelchairing, scooting or cycling. 

Did you know - children and young people 
aged 5 to 18 need at least 60 minutes of 
physical activity every day? 

Reasons to walk, wheelchair, cycle or 
scoot to school: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also competed against other schools - 
we came 24th out of 51 secondary schools 
taking part. 

Tutor and Vice Tutor Captains were 
responsible for logging their Tutor Group’s 
journeys each day. The final results were: 

It’s all to play for in the Summer Term, with the 
hotly-contested Family Trophy up for grabs!

Rewards trip 
In February over 700 students were 
rewarded for excellent behaviour, 
attendance and punctuality. The 
students went to Vue Cinema in Bury 
to watch Spiderman 3 or Uncharted 
- both films were a big hit and 
students loved the experience! 
Popcorn was handed out in 
abundance and we were proud 
to see excellent behaviours being 
displayed by everyone. 
 
 

Rewards trips take place at 
the end of every term and 
I hope to see just as many 
students being eligible for 
the next one. 

Rewards trip criteria: 

• Excellent attendance 

• Excellent behaviour 
and 
  punctuality 

• A very good track 
record of 
  doing ILTs (homework) 

Mr Lavelle

1. It boosts your mental health & wellbeing 
 
2. It’s a boost for your physical health 
 
3. It’s good for the environment - and supports our 
Eco Schools Green Flag 
 
4. It lets you connect with the world around you - as 
long as you’re not looking down at your phone! 
 
5. It’s the best way to start the day - you’ll be more 
alert and ready for your lessons 
 
6. It will help ease congestion outside school

200

250

300

150

100

50

0

Trip to Connell  
Co-op College 
Some of our Year 10 students visited Connell Co-op College to find out 
about the courses they offer, as well as the additional support available for 
students with special education needs and disabilities. They also heard from 
the College Counsellor and had a tour of the facilities. 

Ms Morley
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Buy Now, Get 
Next Day

Fairtrade Fortnight

Global Action Plan delivered a 
full-day workshop to our 
eco-club and eco-committee 
students about the impact of 
next day delivery, 
on both people and the 
planet. 
 
Students explored surveillance 
advertising and the pressure 

We have renewed our status as a Fairtrade School 
– receiving the top award from the Fairtrade 
Foundation for the 
second time. 

We began our 
Fairtrade journey in 
2017. Since then, 
our student leaders 
have organised 
lots of events to 
raise awareness of 
Fairtrade including: 

• film screenings and assemblies for other 
students
•coffee mornings for the local community
• lessons in primary schools 

We’ve introduced a Fairtrade policy and highlight 
Fairtrade products on our menu. All our tea, 
coffee and sugar is Fairtrade and we use Fairtrade 
balls in PE. 

Each year we recognise Fairtrade Fortnight. This 
year, some of our 
Drama students 
made a film about 
the plight of cocoa 
farmers. You can see 
the film on YouTube: 
https://youtu.be/
sZTZAEUx7do 

It’s important for 
children and young 

people to be active citizens who want to make a 
difference. Learning about Fairtrade helps them 
understand how they are connected to others 
around the world.

to buy things; the link 
between online shopping and 
air pollution; and how young 
people can be active citizens 
and hold businesses 
and governments to account. 

“Before the workshop I had 
no idea about the effects of 
the ‘buy now, get next day’ 
culture; I thought it was just a 
helpful asset. I now know how 
detrimental it can be to the 
environment and people in 
the production chain”. 

Ezekiel, Year 10

Each February we recognise LGBT+ History Month. 
This year: 

Students took part in Tutor Time activities about being an 
ally and learnt about how far LGBT+ rights have come, 
whilst recognising that there is still work to do. 
 
We linked LGBT+ History Month to the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We launched a student-led Pride Group. Any LGBT+ 
students, as well as supporters/allies, are welcome. 
The group meets every Wednesday after school in the 
Sanctuary.

2022
Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans +

History Month

In March, Year 9 and 
10 Media students 
went to an Iris Prize 
Outreach Event at 
1 Angel Square, 
Manchester. The 
experience was 
both exciting and 

empowering for the students. 

The event included a number 
of screenings of short films 
interspersed with discussion about 
LGBT+ representation and issues 
within the film industry. It was an 
overwhelmingly positive experience 
for both students and staff who 
attended - students were extremely 
mature and considerate when 
discussing LGBT+ themes, and it was 
wonderful to see them develop their 
own opinions and considerations. 

The Iris Prize Film Festival takes 
place annually in October. Iris works 
throughout the year, sharing LGBT+ 
films and encouraging discussion 
of LGBT+ issues. Through their 
Outreach Events, they have worked 

with hundreds of people in schools, 
organisations and community groups 
across the UK, using the power of 
film to spread awareness, inspire 
future filmmakers, and create a better 
future for LGBT+ people. 

Noah in Year 10 led some excellent 
discussions surrounding LGBT+ 
identities and representation in film, 
and Year 9 William was able to, 
without preparation, pitch his film 
idea to a director! 

Our students displayed perfectly 
the values we hold at the academy 
- their behaviour and constant 
considerations for others at the event 
were, at all times, superb. 

Thank you to our Sponsor, Co-op, for 
arranging the event - we can’t wait to 
come back again next year! 

Ms Lowes

Students, staff & visitors agree to respect the academy environment in the following ways:

As a Green Flag Eco-School, looking 
after the environment is important 
to us. That’s why our Eco-committee 
students came up with our Eco-code 

This year, the three Eco-Schools 
topics we have chosen to work 
on are.

Marine Transport

WASTE

Diversity Champions 

Our student Diversity Champions 
want to ensure all staff and students 
can Be yourself, always. 

• Are our young people supported to 
be themselves? 

• Is our curriculum inclusive? Are our 
policies inclusive? 

• Do we effectively tackle racist, 
homophobic, biphobic, transphobic 
or otherwise offensive language? 

Students interested in joining should 
speak to Ms Morley, Mrs Brice 
or Ms Heslop.
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A Day in 
the Life of 
a University 
Student

On Thursday 17 and Friday 18 February, a 
group of Year 10 students went to Manchester 
University to experience a day in the life of a 
university student. 
 
Firstly, we went to a history lecture hall where 
we met a history teacher. We learnt about the 
main information of going to university, such 
as student loans, university dorms and 
student life. 

Student leaders from Years 9 and 10 
volunteered to litter pick in the academy’s 
local area. 

As a Green Flag Eco-School, looking after the 
environment is important to us. Before the 
pandemic, our students took part in weekly 
litter picks and we’re looking forward to doing 
this again soon. 

Some of our Year 10 students taking part in 
the Prince’s Trust Award also went on a litter 
pick as part of their volunteering: 

We are proud to have recently appointed over 
40 Year 9 and 10 prefects to join our existing 
outstanding prefect team. The new prefects 
have all received their red prefect ties and 
badges and are ready to go with helping 
at main reception and around the academy 
- carrying out tours for visitors, helping at 
events and displaying role model behaviours 
to other students. 

Prefect behaviour mentoring 

Over 20 Year 10 prefects have been trained 
to become behaviour mentors and are 
delivering one-to-one behaviour mentoring 
sessions in the library each week. The aim of 
the weekly session is to give other students 
the opportunity to discuss issues or concerns 
they have and help them find solutions; make 
better choices and give them new tools and 
strategies to use when they find themselves in 
challenging situations. 

In March, we were finally able to complete 
training for our new student leaders in the 
academy. This involved all Tutor Captains 
and Vice Tutor Captains, giving them a 
chance to interact with the other student 
leaders in their Family. 

We started off with a highly competitive hula 
hoop game - with 60 points up for grabs to 
the winning Family. All students got involved 
and, with an amazing 54 seconds, Ashworth 
blew everyone else out of the park, being 
the only Family to get the hula-hoop around 
the circle in less than a minute! 

The students learnt all about their role as 
Tutor Captain and the responsibilities they 
should be taking on in form and around the 
academy. Some students were shocked to 
learn just how much responsibility they now 
have! They also came up with some brilliant 
ideas of how they can be better student 
leaders and support their Tutor in more 
proactive ways. 

After we had learnt about the basics, we 
went on a tour of the university which we all 
particularly loved. We also listened to students 
that attend university, which we gained a lot of 
information from. 

By the end of the day we had more knowledge 
of how university works and the student life 
that comes with it. 

The trip showed us what it’s like being in different majors that link 
to history is like at university. The activities they gave us were very 
entertaining and insightful for the types of skills needed for a specific 
profession. They also were able to answer all of our questions. It was 
nice to see what a university campus looks like. I would have liked 
more time to explore the campus though! 

Iris, Year 10

Litter picks

Prefects

Tutor Captain 
training

S t u d E n t  l E a d E R S h i p

On 24 March, I went to Plant Hill Park 
with Cheich, Jacob, Bailey, Michael, Mrs 
Wedderburn, Miss Beard and Mrs Smale. We 
picked up litter in the park and on our way 
to the park. Litter picking was part of our 
coursework. As we entered the park we saw 
my favourite tree! 

We met a man who had lost his wallet. 
We found one of his bank cards - he was so 
delighted! We tried our best to find more of 
his things. We also found some keys which 
belonged to an academy student. When we’d 
finished litter picking, we went to the back of 
the school, put our litter in the skips and went 
to wash our hands. 

Then we all had some delicious hot chocolate 
and flapjacks. 

If we didn’t go on this trip, we wouldn’t have 
helped a man who lost his wallet or seen 
nature in Plant Hill Park - a big thank you to 
Ms Morley for letting us have a lovely half of 
the day! 

By Harry, Year 10

Mentoring sessions cover: 

-Getting to know you and striking a rapport  
 
-Building resilience and self esteem  
 
-Taking responsibility for your actions  
 
-Becoming more confident 

-Respect and tolerance 

-Improving behaviours and attitudes  
 
-Developing communication and social skills  
 
-Dealing with emotions 

-Being reflective 
 
 

The prefects have all been trained in how to deliver these sessions and 
how best to support and are really excited to be making a difference 
in the academy. 

Mrs Brice & Mrs McMorrow

Throughout the session students were given 
time to reflect on their role, who they want to 
be as a student leader and where they want 
to go in the future. We ended the session 
with students pledging 3 things they want to 
achieve this year. I wonder how many of them 
will complete their 3 pledges? 

Ms Asquith 

The hula hoop game was a fun way to start 
the session! We discussed Student Council 
and the different committees students can 
join. The booklets we had were fun and at the 
end we all made pledges. I think it benefitted 
the new leaders more than the old ones but 
overall it was a fun session and I think we 
should do another one. 
 
Pawel, Year 10 

I found the training really interesting, 
especially as I got to meet all of the Tutor 
and Vice Tutor Captains which was nice as 
Family Captain. We started off with a hula 
hoop competition, which was funny, especially 
when the Brierley Family Captain got stuck in 
a hula hoop! We also learnt about the different 
committees and the responsibilities of a 
student leader. At the end, we made a pledge 
to say what we are going to achieve this year. 

Lexia, Year 10 

We had two lessons on Social History with an Historian, and a 
lecturer who taught us about law. We learnt various terminologies 
such as Arf’arf’an’arf and Chuckaboo! We also looked at how ethical 
some legal cases are. 

It was an exhilarating experience and I enjoyed sharing it with my 
friends. The trip really helped me figure out what university is like 
and there is no chance anyone is going to stop me from going! 

Blessing, Year 10 

I personally learnt about how university 
can help you get straight into a higher 
paying job rather than a minimum wage. 
This trip definitely changed my views on 
university as now I am considering going 
to university. However, the students we 
met suggested going out of the area you 
live to experience the life of a student in a 
university. 

Jessica, Year 10 

This is what some of the 
other students thought 
about the trip: The trip 
was really enjoyable, my 
favourite part of the day was 
the tour of the Humanities 
area because it was fun 
to see the different parts 
of the uni and how busy it 
generally is.

Alicia, Year 10
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Talent show 
 

The talent show was a huge success! After 
almost a year of waiting, plans finally came to 
fruition and a sell-out Theatre witnessed our 
amazing students performing their talents. We 
hope to do more in the future! 

Well done to all the students that performed. 
Thank you to our team of student volunteers 
whose roles included backstage, technical 
support, judging, front of house and more. 
Thank you also to the staff that helped us 
make our idea a reality! 

Ezekiel, Year 10

Anti-Bullying 
Youth Board
 
Tamar in Year 10 has been offered a 
competitive place on The Diana Award’s 
National Anti-Bullying Youth Board. 

The Youth Board provides a space for a select 
number of young people each year from 
across the country to share their anti-bullying 
campaign ideas, learn from one another and 
take part in exciting opportunities from The 
Diana Award.

Mothna’s bakery business 
 
These cakes were made by Year 11 
student Mothna to support his business 
idea - a cupcake company called Bakmoery’s! 
Mothna presented his business idea, which is 
worth 15% of his grade, to a very impressed 
Mr Yeandle.  

Prayer Room
We have a prayer room that is available for 
students and staff of all faiths to use.

Toothbrushes for arthritis 
 
Our Year 8 Tech students have been thinking 
about toothbrush handles and whether they 
meet the design needs of people with arthritis

Year 11 exam revision 

Well done to all our dedicated Year 11 
students who attended revision sessions 
during their holidays, including Child 
Development, Health & Social Care, Maths 
and Music.

Rising Star
Year 10 student, Lillie, flew out to Orlando, 

Florida in April to compete in the 
Cheerleading World Championships! 

The team was crowned ‘World Silver 
Medallists’. An amazing achievement for 
Lillie as one of the youngest members 
of the team!

Student HAF Leaders 
Our awesome student leaders gave up 4 days 
of their Easter holiday to support our holiday 
activities & food programme. 

Community litter pick 
Around 40 people made up of academy staff, 
students, 105th Manchester Scouts and the 
local community joined our litter pick as part 
of the Great British Spring clean during the 
Easter break.

Eco-club 

Eco-club have been making bug hotels to go 
around the academy grounds.

The Bread & Butter Thing 
 
The Bread and Butter Thing is a service that 
provides food to those who may struggle 
to get it otherwise. Our generous students 
donated lots of items in this year’s collection.

We are Age Friendly 
Standards registered 
 
This means we value all generations and 
want to provide a welcoming and positive 
experience for everyone, regardless of age.

The Queen’s Green Canopy 
 
The Queen’s Green Canopy is a unique 
tree planting initiative created to mark Her 
Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. It invites 
people from across the UK to “Plant a Tree for 
the Jubilee”. Our Duke of Edinburgh students 
have been planting trees around the academy 
grounds. 
 
#QueensGreenCanopy  
#PlantATreeForTheJubilee

Ramadan Mubarak
 
Safa in Year 9 designed this poster to wish 
everyone a blessed Ramadan!

Manchester

T A L E N T  S H O WCO-OP ACADEMY MANCHESTER ’S

Thursday 9 December 3-5pm in the Theatre

Y O U R  T I M E  T O  S H I N E !

Any student who can sing,

rap, play instruments,

make people laugh, and etc.

Students should speak to

their Head of Family

Compulsory rehearsal is

Thursday 25 November,

2.45-4.15pm.

come & Watch

per ticket50p

HOW DO I SIGN UP?

WHO CAN TAKE PART?
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In February students staged a 
spectacular production of Disney’s 
Beauty and the Beast. 

Audiences were wowed by the set, 
and professional-quality lighting 
and haze that greeted them as they 
walked in. As the story unfolded, 
our guests were treated to dance 
numbers, and beautiful singing 
for the songs made famous by the 
well-known animated and live-action 
films. 

Our state-of-the-art, professional 
theatre was the venue for a stunning 
show, accompanied by live music. 

On Twitter, special guest the Lord 
Mayor of Manchester commented, 
“The Lady Mayoress and I were 
blown away by 
the amazing 
Beauty and 
the Beast 
production. 
The acting, 
set design, & 
costumes were 
so impressive. 
Bravo!” 

The show included a large cast 
of students from all year groups, 
as well as an army of behind the 
scenes supporters made up of 
staff and students. 

Year 10 Rae, who took the leading 
role of Belle said, “I’ve never 
done anything like this before. 
It’s been my first experience of 
performing like this and I’ll never 
forget it. I’ve discovered things I 
didn’t know about myself. I can 
do things I didn’t know I could do. 
I hope the audience could feel the 
same magic that we felt creating 
and performing it.” 

Mr Beard was proud to support 
the show, saying that “at Co-op 
Academy Manchester we strive 
for excellence in everything. The 
performing arts have an important 
role in our broad and balanced 
curriculum and these kinds of 
experiences will stay with our 
students for a very long time. 
It was our pleasure to welcome 
the whole community to our 
school to enjoy this show from 
our extremely talented young 
people.”

MUSIC  BY ALAN  MENKEN LYRICS BY HOWARD ASHMAN
& TIM RICE BOOK BY LINDA WOOLVERTON

ORIGINALLY DIRECTED BY ROBERT JESS ROTH
ORIGINALLY PRODUCED BY DISNEY THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS

THIS AMATEUR PRODUCTION IS PRESENTED BY ARRANGEMENT WITH MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL (EUROPE)

PERFORMANCE DATES

Academy Theatre, Co-op Academy Manchester, Plant Hill Road, Higher Blackley, M9 0WQ

www.ticketsource.co.uk/cam Tickets: £6.00 Children: £4.00
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Students were invited to an 
extra-curricular fair in the Academy 
Theatre. They got to talk to students 
who are already part of the clubs we 
run after school, and hear about the 
fun things they get up to.
The full timetable of extra-curricular 
activities is on our website: 

https://manchester.coopacademies.
co.uk/students/clubs-and-activities/

Miss Bretherton and Mr Montgomery 
have launched a new Scalextric club. 
Students have been designing their 
own racing cars!

Extra-curricular fair

Scalextric club 

The Addams 
Family 
In March, we hosted Almost Famous 
Theatre Company’s large-scale musical 
production of The Addams Family. They 
delivered 4 energetic performances over 
3 days. 

Based on the cartoons of Charles 
Addams in The New Yorker in 1938 and 
made popular by the 1964 television 
series of the same name, the musical 
took the eccentric, ghoulish family on a 
new journey, as daughter Wednesday fell 
in love with a ‘normal’ boy! 
 
“Thank you so much for having us, we 
enjoyed our time in your theatre so 

much. A big thank you from everyone 
here at Almost Famous for providing us 
with such an amazing venue to put on 
our show!”

Almost Famous Theatre Company is run 
by students of Salford University and 

C O M M u n i t Y  u p d a t E

Sculpture 
returns to 
Higher Blackley 

 
The academy is proud to be the new home 
for Bee Blackley - one of the sculptures that 
buzzed into Manchester in 2018 as part of a 
city-wide art trail. 

Bee Blackley was one of 23 community bees 
designed to be on permanent display and it 
lived at Plant Hill Park until 2020. 
 
During the pandemic, the sculpture needed 
a bit of rest and repair but it is now back in 
the neighbourhood on the academy grounds, 
where it can also be seen by the public from 
Plant Hill Road. 

As the academy and its students were heavily 
involved in its creation and unveiling, we are 
pleased to help keep it in our community. 
 
 
Bee Blackley’s story: 

Welcome to Blackley – greenest and 
highest of Manchester’s neighbourhoods. 
Up here we can touch the moon and the 
stars which control the tides and set the 
patterns of our days. Students travel to 
and from school and adults commute to 
work. The bees come and go from their 
hive. The seasons turn and the flowers 
blossom again and again. Welcome to 
Blackley – only a few miles from the 
city centre, and yet so full of inspiring 
greenery. Up here we can admire our 
city’s skyline and see the bigger picture. 
We co-operate and thrive, like our bees.

regularly perform plays, musicals and 
original content for their audiences. 

https://www.salfordstudents.com/
groups/almost-famous-theatre-
company

In February, we hosted E-ACT Blackley 
Academy’s friendly football match against 
Bowker Vale Primary School on our 3G pitch. 
The schools were wowed by the size of the 
pitch and enjoyed full use of the space. E-ACT 
returned for another game in March and 
Bowker Vale were so impressed, they played 
their next home game at the academy too!  
 
Year 10 students, Adrian and Emmanuel, 
provided great support - welcoming our 
visitors, leading the warm-ups and even 
refereeing.

“I have to say what a credit to your school 
they were.  They were fantastic with the 
children, oversaw the game brilliantly and 
added to what was a fantastic experience at 
your school.” Mr Myatt, Bowker Vale

Primary school  
football

16 17



Tips for parents to use at home to support your child's learning.
Support your child’s learning

As the exam season draws near, we wanted to share
some relevant guides from our resource bank at

https://manchester.coopacademies.co.uk/parents/tips/
10 Tips for revising with your child

E X A M  T I P S

Make & use revision cards
Teach it

Students should write down key facts and information
on revision cards. They can then test themselves on them, 

or a family member can test them.
We remember 10% of what we read, 20% of what we hear. 30% of 

what we see, 50% of what we see and hear, 70% of what we discuss 
with others, 80% of what we personally experience and 95% of what 

we teach others.
So let your child teach you what they know about a subject!

Make up silly rhymes, mnemonics and even songs
For example, in our English lessons, we ask students to think of a 
perm hairstyle when writing to describe something and remember 

PEARMS
Personification

Emotive language/exaggeration
Alliteration

Rhetorical questions
Metaphors

Simile/sibilance

There are lots of great revision songs on the internet.

Make mind-maps and pictures
Mind maps are a great way of turning information into 

something visual and making links between things.

Avoid distractions
Music, TV, Netflix, games consoles – even mobile phone notitifca-

tions. Students need to have dedicated time away from
these to revise.

Create a timetable
As exams get nearer, it can be stressful to think of all the different 

things to revise – so make a timetable!
E.g. revise English on Monday, Maths on Tuesday.

You might even be more specific than this - e.g. revise Blood 
Brothers on Monday, poems on Tuesday.

Each week make a new timetable.
Practice papers

Teachers will share practice exam papers with students. They need 
to read the exam questions carefully and underline the key

words - what is the examiner asking? Look carefully at how many 
marks each question is worth, and make sure they write enough

to get those marks.

Revision guides
Students may be given revision guides by teachers, or they can get 
them from the Library. These are great resources - read them, make 

revision cards from them, teach from them, and more.

Teachers may have put resources on Google Classroom for students 
to look back on, and Google Drive should be full of work students 
have done that they can revise. Plus there are great websites that 

let users make virtual flashcards and tests, like Quizlet and Memrise.

A quiet space
Revision is much easier when students have a quiet area to work in. 
They might be lucky enough to have their own room, or they might 

need to have use of the living room without being interrupted
for a while.

1.

3.

5.

7.

9.

2.

4.

6.

8.

10.

a b

c

a² + b² = c²

Revision websites and tools like
Quizlet and Memrise
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Support your child’s learning

As the exam season draws near, we wanted to share
some relevant guides from our resource bank at

https://manchester.coopacademies.co.uk/parents/tips/
10 Tips for revising with your child

EXAM TIPS

Make & use revision cards
Teach it

Students should write down key facts and information
on revision cards. They can then test themselves on them, 

or a family member can test them.
We remember 10% of what we read, 20% of what we hear. 30% of 
what we see, 50% of what we see and hear, 70% of what we discuss 
with others, 80% of what we personally experience and 95% of what 

we teach others.
So let your child teach you what they know about a subject!

Make up silly rhymes, mnemonics and even songs
For example, in our English lessons, we ask students to think of a 
perm hairstyle when writing to describe something and remember 
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Alliteration

Rhetorical questions
Metaphors

Simile/sibilance

There are lots of great revision songs on the internet.

Make mind-maps and pictures
Mind maps are a great way of turning information into 

something visual and making links between things.

Avoid distractions
Music, TV, Netflix, games consoles – even mobile phone notitifca-

tions. Students need to have dedicated time away from
these to revise.

Create a timetable
As exams get nearer, it can be stressful to think of all the different 

things to revise – so make a timetable!
E.g. revise English on Monday, Maths on Tuesday.

You might even be more specific than this - e.g. revise Blood 
Brothers on Monday, poems on Tuesday.

Each week make a new timetable.
Practice papers

Teachers will share practice exam papers with students. They need 
to read the exam questions carefully and underline the key

words - what is the examiner asking? Look carefully at how many 
marks each question is worth, and make sure they write enough

to get those marks.

Revision guides
Students may be given revision guides by teachers, or they can get 
them from the Library. These are great resources - read them, make 

revision cards from them, teach from them, and more.

Teachers may have put resources on Google Classroom for students 
to look back on, and Google Drive should be full of work students 
have done that they can revise. Plus there are great websites that 

let users make virtual flashcards and tests, like Quizlet and Memrise.

A quiet space
Revision is much easier when students have a quiet area to work in. 
They might be lucky enough to have their own room, or they might 

need to have use of the living room without being interrupted
for a while.
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Top tips 
for beating 
exam stress

Get enough 
sleep!

Take plenty of 
short breaks

After the exams there may be feelings of relief...
...but you may feel a little anxious if things have not gone 
well. You may want to talk with your parents, friends or a 
member of staff about how you feel

Try to leave 
enough time 
in your revision 
for some fun 
breaks

Keep up iron levels
– dark green leafy 
vegetables, red meat, 
beans and seafood all 
contain high levels

Take regular 
exercise

Feed your brain 
with healthy, 
regular meals

Be realistic - don’t 
try and do too much 
in one day

Drink plenty of fluids 
with healthy, regular 
meals

Chill out! When you start to feel you are losing it – take some time:
• Close your eyes, breathe deeply and slowly. Tell yourself how well you are doing
• Shake your arms, relax your shoulders to decrease tension
• Go for a walk or do some exercise
• Use sayings such as ‘calm down’ and ‘relax’

British Science 
Week

and how to light up a room using 
nothing but mirrors. Thank you to IT 
for lending their BBC micro bits to 
be used as light detectors to ensure 
we got the right levels for plants to 
grow. 

Tech focused on building homes, 
including exploring how to better 
deal with food waste. 

Art proved that paints, dyes and 
creativity can be sustainable, with 
some pledges made to prove our 
commitment to the cause.
 
Throughout the week our students 
showed how inventive and inspiring 
they can be, demonstrating that they 
are the brains and creators of the 
future! 

Let’s hope they use what they’ve 
learnt to make a difference in their, 
and indeed everyone’s, lives. 

Dr Hopper & Mr Simpson

This year the theme of British Science 
Week was growth - we decided to 
focus on population growth and 
how we can address this proactively. 
Given the number of existing 
derelict buildings we have here in 
Manchester, we decided to embark 
on a school-wide investigation: how 
can we feed a growing population 
using the tools and space we’ve got? 

Across the academy students and 
staff rose to the challenge of ‘doing 
their bit’: 

Maths showed us the extent of the 
issue if we don’t do anything, and 
how little changes can make a big 
difference. 

Science looked at how to maximise 
food production in vertical farms 
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SPORTSCA
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All the latest sports news from Co-op Academy Manchester 

Basketball has finally made a return to the academy after almost 2 years of 
not competing in fixtures! 

The resilience and sportsmanship demonstrated by all of our basketball 
players has been exceptional during competition and training. 
Both teams - Under 14s and Under 16s - narrowly missed out on the 
Manchester semi-finals, which is a great accomplishment for our 
young athletes 

We will continue the rest of the year with friendly games to prepare for the 
next competitive season. 

Mr Bromhead

8 March was International Women’s Day - we marked the day by taking 
part in a basketball tournament for Year 7 & 8 girls. 
 
The team played 4 games - winning 2 and losing 2. The players showed 
great teamwork and sportsmanship.
 
Miracle was the player of the tournament with some dominant dribbling 
and point scoring - she scored a huge 8 points in 1 game!

Our Year 10 boys rugby team travelled to Manchester Communications 
Academy for a highly contested rugby tournament against: the hosts, 
MCA; Newhouse Academy; Woodhey High School. After 3 fantastic games, 
their final results were 1 win, 1 draw and 1 loss. The loss and the draw 
could have gone either way as the games were so close but, in the end, 
rugby was the winner and it was a fantastic event for all involved! 

Player of the tournament: Taylor - absolutely devastating running with the 
ball in hand and leading by example with some ferocious defending at the 
gain line.

The Year 11 boys team secured their first win of the season in the 
Manchester League - beating Co-op Academy North Manchester 3-2 in the 
local Co-op derby! 

Although we were under pressure in the first half, our attacking display 
proved too much for the North Manchester defence. Cobey and Bolarinwa 
scored 2 goals in the first half. 
 
In the second half we conceded a goal, quickly turning the game on its 
head. After a sustained period of pressure, Kelvin beat 2 defenders and 
fired the ball impressively into the top left corner. 

North Manchester scored again and made the last 10 minutes extremely 
tight but the defensive resolve and togetherness of the team saw us 
through to the victory! 

Man of the Match - Clive 

Shout out to our biggest supporter, Miss Thistlethwaite, for making an 
appearance in the stands!

Basketball

Year 11 boys football

International Women’s Day basketball tournament

Year 10 boys rugby
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